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no finer law text books have been written [ -
than by professors from their universities. ?J.EBIEI&IhiJB (_i\ﬁszmhlg.

I respect Mr. Miles’s remarks but I believe
their legal standards are equally as high, if
not higher, than our own.

Thursday, 18th November, 1948,

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: If they are

Hon, E. M. HEENAN': No.
The Chief Secretary: They can

naturalised they wili be able to praetise, CONTENTS,
will they not?
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers,

MICE IN CHAMBER.
As to Precautions.

My, SPEAKER: I wish to inform mem-
bers that I have been advised that mice have
been discovered in desks in the Chamber and
I urge all members to make sure that no
sweets are left lying about.
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QUESTIONS.
TRACTOR CONTROL.
As to Proclamation and Staff.

Mr., BRANKD asked the Minister for

Lands:

(1) Is it intended that the tractor control
Bill be proclaimed this year?

(2) If so, on what date?

{3) Will the number of personnel admn-
istering the control be the same as during
Commonwealth administration?

{4) As the death of Mr. Linton has caused
a vacancy in this department whe will now
be responsible for the allocation of tractors?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) It is not necessary to proclaim this
Bill, which is now awaiting the Governor’s
assent,

(2) The legislation will operate as from
the date the Minister makes the first order.

(3) Approximalely the same number of
nersonnel will be vequired,

(4) An appointment is pending.

PRICES CONTROL.
(w) ds to Inspectors, Prosecutions, etc.

Mr. HEGNEY the
Gueneral:

(1) How many inspectors or investigafors
. are em];]oy(-d by the Government under the
Prices Control Act, 194582

(2) How many charges have been laid
1rder the ahove Act sinee the 20th Septem-
her, 1948, against traders in connection with
the unauthorised increases of prices of com-
modities to purchasers?

(3) Is it necessary for the Prices Com.
missioner to obtain the consent of the At-
torney General before any legal action is
taken for alleged breaches of the Act?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
(1} Sixty-seven,

{2) None.

(3) Yes,

asked Attorney

(b) As to Hay and Oats.

Mr. FOX asked the Attorney General:

(1) Does he intend to bring hay and oats
under the provisions of the Prices Control
Acl?

(2) If not, why not?
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

(1) Not at the present moment.

(2} The position relative to chaff h
been under investigation, and will be ear
fully watched. The Prices Control Cor
missioner does not consider that any actic
is warranted at present.

POUGLTRY INDUSTRY.
As to Government Loans for Stock Losst
Mr. FOX asked the Minister for Land

(1) Have any loans been granted by il
Government to poultry farmers who su
fered stock losses in the recent outbre:
of laryngo-tracheitis?

(2) If so, how many received loans m
what were the respestive amounts?

(3} What was the basis on which su
loans were compnted?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2} Twe grants of £130 ecach.

Two free of interest
and £450,

All have been paid in full

loans for £3

{3) Thorough inspeetions of the prop
ties and stoek were made by officers of ¢
Poultry Branch. C(onsideration was giv
to the amount which would be required
enable the pounltry farmer to rvestock }
property with a reasonable chance of st
cess. Each ease was treated individmal
and the personal factor and speeial gon
tions econsidered before a recommendati
was made.

SOUTH FREMANTLE POWER
HOUSE.

As to Construction and Shortage of Labo

Mr. FOX asked the Minister for Work

(1} I« there a shortage of labour at t
South Fremantle power house?

(2) If so, has such shovtage heen broug
about by the transference of sneh labe
to work on the Perth Town Hall?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) As at all such works, the labour su
ply fluctnates.
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Steps are now being taken to increase
the number of men employed at South
Fremantle power house and no difficulty
is anticipated.

(2) Not that is known. If at all, it would
be to but a minor degree.

COAL.
As to Expenditure on Black Diamond Leases.
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE asked the Pre-

mier:

(1) Has the Government yet sigmed an
agreement with Amalgamated Collieries of
W.A. Ltd. regarding the Black Diamond
Leases?

{2) If so, does the agreement make it

| legally neeessary for the Government to
i recoup to the company all expenditure in-

carred up to date in covering any and ell
work earried out on the leases for the pur-
pose of ultimately producing coal?

(3) If no sgreement has yet been signed,
will he indicate what the actual position is
at the present?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) Arrangements for the present work-
ings on the Black Diamond Leases were set
out in letters exchanged between the Gov-
ernment and Amalgamated Collieries.

(2) These arrangements involve the re-
eoup to the company of expenditure pro-
perly incurred in removing overburden, de-
preciation of plant, and other relevant cost
items as has been provided in previous
years under suecessive agreements between
the Government and its instrumentalities
and the eompany.

(3) The arrangements as to working of
the Black Diamond Leases after this year
will be included in the general basis to
operate Tegarding all coa) taken from the
company for Government purposes after
the end of this year—suceh basis being at
present the subject of diseussions with the
gompany.

RAILWAYS,
Ag to Engine Mishaps and Delays.
Hon. E. NULSEN asked the Minister for
Railways:
Referring to a paragraph appearing in
“The West Australian” of the 16th inst.,
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entitled “Breakdown of Westland” (as re-
ported from Kalgoorlie on the 15th Novem-
ber)—

(1) What was the nature of the mechani-
cal defect?

(2) What resultant delays to other trainsg
arose from the mishap$

(3) What ather main line goods and pas-
senger frains were delayed on the same day
through engine trouble?

(4) What was the nature of the trouble
in each instance}

{5) Are such troubles attributable to the

age and state of the locomotives, or to bad
administration?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Left-hand
broken.

leading  coupling rod

(2) Kalgoorlie-Perth express four hours,
Two goods trains two bours and one and a
half hours, respectively,

(3) (a) Albany-Perth express.
(b) Perth-Katanning passenger train.
- {e) Perth - Wyalkatchem - Merredin
passenger train.
(d) Goods train Northam-Mullewa.
(e) Goods tirain Fremantle-Bruns-
wick Junetion.
{f) Midland Junction-York goods
train, °
(g) Perth - Kalgoorlie
goods.

perishable

(4} (a) Vacuum auxiliary pipe broken
on engine.

{(b) Engine steaming badly.

(¢) Bracket broken cylinder lubrica-
tor.

(d) Fourteen engines off traffe,
Ndrtham, stopped for repairs.
Wheiting arrival of another en-
gine and then repairs to cylin-
der cocks and piston packing.

(e) Bad condition of engine. Divided
load Jandakot-Armadale see-
tion.

(f) Mud hole door blew gut.

(g) Bad condition of engine,
divided Swan View.

(5) Age and general condition of the
locomotives.

Load
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL FRANCHISE.
As to Introduction of Legislation.
Hon. A. R. 6. HAWEKE sasked the Pre-
mier:

What was responsible for the long delay
in introduecing legislation to liberalise the
franchise for the Legislative Council?

The PREMIER replied:

The Government js obliged to give every
aspect of its legislative programme eareful
consideration.

HOSPITALS.
As to Suitability of Mortuary, Merredin.
Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Health:

{1) Has the mortuary al the Merredin
District Hospital been condemned by the
Health Inspector and the Medical Officer?

(2) Does the Department consider that
the present mortuary is suitable for its pur-
pose, having regard to its general eondi-
tion and its situation in close proximity to
the children’s wards?

(3) Is it intended to erect a new build-
ing, and if so, when?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The persons concerned have stated
that the mortvary requires improvement.

(2) The mortuary is not good, but serves
its purpose.

(3) Necessary work to provide a suitable
mortuary will be done as soon as possible,
but the provision of suitable accommoda-
tion for hospital patients must take
priority.

FISHING INDUSTRY SELECT
COMMITTEE.

Extension of Time.

On motion by Mr. Leslie, the time for
bringing up the report of the Select Com-
mittee was extended to the 15th December.

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.
1, Industrial Arbitration Aet Amendment.
2, Electoral Act Amendment.

3, Constitution Aets Amendment (No. 2).
Introduced by the Attorney General.
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4, Land and Income Tax Assessment Ac
Amendment.

Introduced by the Premier.

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT.

First Reading,

Introduced by the Premier and read
first time.

Second Reading.

THE FREMIER (Hon. D. R. MeLarty-
Murray-Wellington) [441] in moving th
second reading said: The purpose of .thi
‘short Bill is to repeal two war-time ament
ments to Subsection (3) of Section 6 of th
Publie Service Appeal Board Act and als
to amend that provision, Under the sectio
in its original form, which by the passin
of this measure will again become effectiv
a temporary officer employed under the Pul
lic Service Aet had the right to apply to th
Publie Service Commissioner for appoini
ment to the permanent staff after comple
ing five years’ continuous service in a depari
ment, if he could show that his duties wex
similar to those of an officer on the permar
ent staff. The Commissioner was required t
consider the application and to give his ds
eision in writing. In the event of the decisio
being adverse, the applicant then had th
right to have his claim heard by the Publi
Service Appeal Board, as constituted unde
the principal Act.

Due to the heavy enlistment of youn
officers on the ontbreak of war and the cor
sequent engagement of a greatly increase
number of temporary officers to take thej
places, it was soon apparent that unless th
right to claim permanency after five year
serviee was suspended, claims would ari:
out of service given to the State during
period of national emergency. This we
not contemplated ander the provisions i
the Act, which were intended to restriet th
continuing employment of temporary office:
in positions that should be treated as pe
manent. The amendment to Subseection (3
of Section 6 of the Act was assented to ¢
the 25th November, 1941, This short amend
ment provided for the suspension of the sul
section during such time as the war cm
tinued and for a period of one year afty
the Governor General of the Commonweali
had declared the war ended.
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Whilst the amendment provided for the
suspension of the right of appeal to the
Commissioner and to the Public Serviee Ap-
peal Board if the Commissioner refused the
application, it did not cancel the period of
service of temporary officers, It would have
been competent for any temporary officer,
therefore, to add his war-time service to bis
oher service in making up the period of
five years. This oversight in the amendment
was  corrected by a further amendment
passed in 1945 and assented to on the 30th
January, 1946, which made it clear that
service during the war period and for
the further one year after the Governoi
General had declared that the war had
ended, would not count towards the
five-yenr qualifying period of service of
temporary officers. The Governor (encral
has not vet issned a dectaration of the end
of the war.

After considering representations from the
Civil Service Association and the recom-
mendation of the Public Serviee Commis-
sioner, the Government bas agreed that a
definjte time limit should be determined for
the continuance of the restriction imposed
by the amendments to which I have made
veference. By this Bill the amendments will
cense to have effect on and from the 1st
July, 1949,

Hon, A, H. Panton: You have not made
it retrospective!

The PREMIER: Continuous service of
temporary officers will then be cstablished
by adding service before the 25th November,
1941, to service after the 30th June, 1049,
to accumulate the five-vear period required
for a claim by a temporary officer to a per-
manent appointment,

My, Graham: What would be the position
if peace were declared before the 30th Junc
next year?

The Minister for Education:
stil} reguire the Aet.

The PREMIER: I do not know when the
Governor General will declare a state of
peace; no-one else seems to know., Tn any
event, this legislation will still be required.
Service in between the fwo dates I have
mentioned must also be econtinuous with
serviee before and after, so that the effect
of the amendments which hkave operated
since the 25th November, 1941, will be to
cancel nearly eight years' scrvice of a few

We would
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temporary officers who were employed when
the tirst amendment became law, and in
other cases to cancel all serviee until the 1lat
July, 1949. I stress the point that this can-
cellation refers only to the right to claim
permanency; it does not affect all other
rights which temporary employees have for
the aeccumulation of servicoe towards long
service leave and other rights which will
still be preserved to them under the relevant
regulations.

Members may wish to know something
ahout the general position with vegard to
the employméent of temporary officers in
the Public Service. At the present time
there are 418 male temporary elerical officers
in the Service, of whom 207 are acting in
positions appearing as items in the Public
Service List, The remaining 211 officérs are
generally employed in positions of a purely
temporary nature as the result of activities
which, in course of time, will diminish, The
employment of such a large number of
temporary officers in established positions
is not normal and is the direct vesuly of
losses of permanent officers through war
serviee and the shortage of juniors. In addi-
tion, the shortage of juniors has heen aggra-
vated by the policy pursued by the Com-
monwealth Bank in its recruitment of young
men by offering antomatic progression fo a
galary in exeess of £600 per annam, with
the result that the Service has lost a con-
siderable number of junior officers through
resignation,

In view of the low birth-rate in the de-
pression years, with the resultant current
shortage of juniors, it is obvicus that the
permanent staff epanot be built up to full
gtrength through reeruitment of junior
officers, and other means must be deter-
mined to bring the permanent stafl to it=
normal level, A plan is therefore being
formulated which has the ohjective of bhring-
ing info the permanent service a number of
officers who are at present employed in a
temporary eapacity. This will be dirzeted
towards strengthening the lower ranges
which have been so greatly depleted by
recent rtesignations and the dearth of
juniors,

Hon. A. H., Panton: Are these men in
the school all returned soldiers?

The PREMIER: Yes. 1 understand they
are there under the repatriation scheme. T
was discussing the matter with the Public
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Service Commissioner this afternoon and
will refer to the numbers. A scheme for
the training of ex-Servicemen has also been
introduced. Under this scheme, 40 selected
ex-Servicemen hkave been nndergoing at the
Teebnical College a full-time course that
was arranged through the Commonwealth
Reconstruction Training Scheme. Some of
these trainees will hecome fully qnalified
for appointment at the end of this month
and the remainder by June of next year,
There are also 15 ex-Servicemen at pre-
sent employed in (Government departments
who are taking part-time studies and their
appointment to permanent positions will
follow on their passing certain subjeets.

Hon, A, H, Panfon: Is that the scheme
which is béing run by the Public Service?

The PREMIER: Yes, I think the men
are allowed a certain time off for study. It
will be seen, therefore, that efforts are being
made to place the Public Serviee on a more
stable basis than is possible under econdi-
tions which have required the employment
of such a large femporary staff. The Pub-
lic Service Commissioner has diseussed
these proposals and the contents of the Bill
with the officials of the Public Service Asso-
¢iation who, T understand, approve of them.
T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Graham, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—LAND TAX.
First Reading.

Introduced hy the Premier and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (lLion. D. R. McLarty—
Murray-Wellington) [4.53] in moving the
second veading said: The purpose of this
Bill ig to inerease by 25 per cent. the rate
of land tax payable by all but the smaller
landowners.

Hon. A. R, G. Hawke: Shame!

The PREMIER: It is proposed le ex-
clude from the increase landowners whose
taxable holdings do not exceed £250. AsI
explained when introducing the Budget, the
present rate is 2d. in the pound on sl tax-
able holdings irrespective of their unim-
proved value. The proposed rates are 2d.
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in the pound on taxable holdings when the
unimproved value does not exceed £250, and
2%%d. in the pound when the unimproved
value of taxable holdings does exceed £250,
A rebate of 50 per cent. in respect of lands
deemed improved, provided for by Section
9 of the Land and Income Tax Assessment
Aet, will continne to apply in respect of
tax assessed at the proposed new rates.
The necessity for the increase is due to the
Government’s need for more revenuwe and
is in aceordance with the recent increases
in railway and tramway charges. The
amount of additional revenue whickh will re-
sult from the proposed inerease is esti-
mated at £10,000 in this financial year. At
present, the minimum amount payable in
respect of any taxable holding is 5s., and
it is not proposed to alter this. I move—

., That the Bill be now read a seeond time.

On motion by Hon. A. R, G. Hawke, de-
hate adjourned.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Country Towns Sewerage.

2, Electricity Ac¢t Amendment.
Transmitted to the Coundil.

BILL—LOAN, £2,315,000.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A. B. G. HAWEKE (Northam)
[3.57]: I have no opposition to offer to the
Bill and practically nothing further to say
abount it. Tt has been the practiec in re-
cent years to stand the Loan Bill over until
the Loan Estimates have been considered.

The Premier: That has always been the
practice.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I take it that
the Premier will adhere to that practice on
this oceasion.

The Premier: Yes,

Hon. A. R, G. HAWKE: I suppori the
second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Bili passed through Committee without
dehate, repovted without amendment and
tha report adopted.
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BILL—MINING ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading,
Debate resumed from the 10th Novem-

ber.

MR. MAY (Collie} [5.1]: In the first
Place, I regret the necessity for this Bill
and would rather have seen the objects
proposed to be achieved by it attained in
a voluntary manner, particularly as regards
the necessity of action being taken, as is
set out in the Bill. Neglect of proper de-
velopment of the Collie mines during past
years has led to the position in which we
find them today, where it is impossible to
keep the supply of coa! up to meet the
demand. There is no exeuse for that condi-

tion of affairs and the recent world war’

cannot be blamed for it, because that posi-
tion existed long before the outhreak of
war. As a palliative it is proposed to adopt
the open-cut system of coalmining in an en-
deavonr to make up the discrepancy be-
tween supply and demand. That might have
answered the purpose had proper develop-
ment of the deep mines been attended to
while the open-cut coal was being used, but
up to date the use of the open-cut system
has not improved the development of the
deep mines. There is now a great demand
For coal, hut no effort is being made to pro-
vide working places for extra miners in
the pits in order to get out more coal.

The Bl is really divided into three parts,
the first of which deals exclusively with
eontrel and provides for an advisory com-
mittee to be set up in an endeavour to
effeet some control over the industry and
partieularly over its development. Whether
that end will be achieved if the Bill be-
romes law remains to be seen. I believe
that for some time the Government
has been trying to obtain the services of a
qualified coalmining engineer who, I am
informed, will be chairman of the advisory
hoard. T do not know what the remunecra-
tion for that position is to be, though I
am given to nnderstand it will be in line
with that of the highest paid public ser-
vants in this State.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Yon would not get
i suitable man for less.

Mr. MAY: I do not think we ean expect
0 pet the services of an engineer with the
weessary qualifications at that figure. The
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Government has not informed me what re-
muneration it proposes to pay to this en-
gineer and therefore what I say is subject
to correction. If the delay in obtaining
the services of this engineer is to continue,
the question of control of the mines will
also be delayed. When the Bill is in the
Committee stage I will move an amendment
with the object of meeting that position.

The second part of the Bill deals, as the ~
Minister said, entirely with the industrial
set-up. In the event of the Commonwealth
control being discontinned it is the inten-
tion of the Government to have other con-
trols ready to come into operation immedi-
ately. It was expeeted that the Commeon-
wealth controls would be discontinued at
the end of this year, but we are now given
to understand that they may continue to
operate until the end of 1949 and possibly
thereafter. Nevertheless, they are liable
to cease at any fime. I am heppy to say
that the Government has decided to have
ready controls along the present lineg, with
the exception that any appeal from the tri-
bunal! will be to the State Arbitration
Court instead of, as is the case today, to
the Commonwealth Coal Tribunal. T do
not think we will experience much indus-
trial trouble under the machinery laid down
in the Bill. At all events, that has been
our experience under (Commonwealth con-
trol throughout the war years and since the
cessation of hostilities.

The third part of the Bill deals with
the distribution of eoal which, as far as I
can aseertain, is to be continuned in the
same way as under Commonwealth super-
vision. I am more concerned about the
first part of the Bill and the necessity for
control over the industry in order to en-
sure its systematic development. Down
through the years no attention has been
given to how the mines were bheing
developed or worked, and that has led to
the present unsatisfactory condition of
affairs, No serious attempt has ever been
made, when fanlts have been met, to go
through them. Instead, the tendeney has
always been to go round them and so com-
plicate mining operations, particularly with
regard to hanlage. The companies at pre-
sent have under consideration a proposal
to mechanise the mines, but I think they
will find it very diffienlt. To mechanise the
majority of the Collie coalmines will not be
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easy, owing to the haphazard manner in
which they have been developed in the past.
It is difficult to mechanise a mine that has
been worked and developed according to
the old ideas. However, that is one of the
problems that the engineer who is to be
appointed will have to solve.

I am concerned at the delay in the ap-
pointment of a suitable engineer. We have
our State Mining Engineer and an Assist-
ant State Mining Engineer, but they are
more conversant with goldmines than with
coalmines. When the Bill is in the Coms
mittee stage I feel that provision should
he made to fill the gap until the Govern-
ment is successful in obtaining an engineer
of the type and with the qualificatiomns re-
quired. I do not think there is any need
for me to speak further to the Bill af the
present stage.

MR MARSHALL (Murchison) {5.14]:
This measure is quite in eonformity with
the timidness of the present (Government in
introducing legislation. It leaves one in
the invidious position of being obliged to
support it without any confidence in its
effectiveness, It seems to me to represent
a pogitively milk and water attitude to-
wards a most important problem.  One
would have thought, with the Government’s
experience, that it would have introduced
legislation which, when given application,
would be effective. Tt is not that the Gov-
ernment has not had experience of what
has happened in Collie over & period of
many years which would cause it to hesitate
in taking drestic action to remedy the situa-
tion. This Bill will fall far short of effecting
results which are required at Cellie.

Why the Government hesitated to take
the necessary powers I do not know.
Whether they will be essential or neces-
sary, is a mystery to me. I would suggest
that the Minister who introduced this meas-
ure apologised to the Collie coalmining
companies before he introduced it. It is
2 shadowy Bill devoid of substance. It re-
minds me of the unfortunate individual
who looks quite well and yet is suffering
acutely from heart disease. The outward
appearance is rather good, but inwardly it
is particularly weak and dangerous, and
that is about the only way in which one
ean sum up this measure. As pointed out
by the member for Collie, the Bill in-
trodnces four phases, none of which we
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eould oppose strongly if at all, If we.di
oppose them, we would do s0 knowing ful
well that there was a reasonably goo
chance of them falling far short of the ef
fectiveness with which the Governmen
shouwld seek to dea] with such a problem
Just what the Minister will do, if the Bil
hecomes law, nobody knows.

My, Graham: Not even the Minister,

Mr. MARSHALL: Nobody knows, be
cause all that the Minister proposes whe
dealing with the question of mining, work
ing or developimg the Collie coalmines, i
to make regulations, It is proposed to &
all this by regulation. Therefore, we d
not Eknow now whether there will b
any further effective control than therae i
at the moment, T put it to the Minister an
this Chambey that surely, if the Govern
ment were sincere and conseientious in thi
matter, it would have put into the Bill itsel
that which it proposes to do instead ol
leaving it to the chance of regulations. Al
though this matter is of vital importance, a
has already been outlined by the hon. mem
ber who knows more about Collie than an)
one of us, the development of our mines ir
Collie iz deplorable in the extreme, T
effect such development drastic eontrol an
severe penalties are required even whes
the Minister frames his regulations unde:
this particular part of the Bill. Any com
pany that opposes the enforcement of then
is penalised only to the extent of a paltr
£100 or six months imprisonment. I ean
not see this Government sending any o
the coal barons to gaol. That is the las
thing it would do. So the fine imposed wil
be anything up to £100 for a breach of ¢
regulation, but for a start we do not know
whether they will be fined.

It is ridiculous-to deal with this subjec
in this paltry way. When I was Ministe:
for Mines I was constantly endeavouring
to get these eompanies to carry out thein
developmental work underground. 1
wanted them to get ahead with it so thai
the various places could be opened wp anc
we could depend upon getting coal from
them when the easily-accessible coal fron
the open cuts was diminishing. But the
Minister had no power to direct the com
pany to do such developmental work and
I therefore introduced a Bill to obtain thal
power, Bub the hon. gentleman who intro-
duced this milk-and-water Bill opposed i
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strongly. He said it would be granting too
much power. When it comes to the gques-
tion of eonserving, and working efficiently
- and economically an asset such as eoal, a
Minister can never have too much power.
When we now guaze upon the deplorable
situation at Collie, one might have expected
the Minister to be a little more courageous
with his measure.

I repeat that we do not know what the
Minister proposes to do because it must be
done Ly regulation. We do not know
whether he proposes to ensure that the coal
resourees of the State are developed and
conserved to provide coal for the future.
The Minister does not encourage the be-
lief that that is his intention or that that
is what he will do. If that is his intention,
he could have put it in the Bill. We do not
know whether he proposes that the work-
ing and the getting of coal, including the
introduetion of sound mining principles
and practices and methods of haunlage are
to be enrried out by regulation. If that is
the intention of the Minister, why is it not
in the Bill?

Does the Minister propose to have regard
to the conservation of coal, the development
of any coalmine, seam or field, and the open-
ing, elosing or abandonment of any coal-
mine? Are these matters to be the subjeet of
regulation? If they are, why are they not
in the Bill? Does he propose the introdue-
tion, modification, replacement and opera-
tion of machinery, plant and equipment for
use in conneetion with the production and
distribution of coal, and the manufacture,
procurement, improvement and stendavise-
tion of such machinery, plant and enuip-
ment? Does he propose the classification,
blending, cleaning and grading of coal and
its preparation for market? If he does
propose to do that, why is it not in the Bill?
Why is there all this secrecy in dealing
with & subject-matier so important as this?
That is what I bave against the Govern-
ment and the Minister. Why play alout
with a proposition that requires most dras-
tic measures of eontrol at present hecause
of the situation into which this wonderful
asset has drifted over a period of years?

The day is past when Governments can
sit idly by and see the eountry’s :ssets
destroyed. I have seen, and the member
for Nedlands has scen one goldmine after
another become the plaything of indi-
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vidual investors who work upon the Stoek
Exchange converting the industry into the
proverbial monkey on a stick and finally
after reaping great rewards from the gold-
mines, close them down. We have little
better mining practices in the coalmines.
At this junefure we cannot caleulate what
this State has lost because of the lack of
control and direction hy Ministers for
Mines in past years. I want it to be clearly
nnderstood that these utterances of mine
in regard to the development of the Collie
coal hasin are sueh as to provide some ex-
euse for the deplorable circumstances that
prevail there, because in the early develop-
ment of the Collie coalmines, those that
were interested in the production of coal
and investing their reserve capital found
that they had strong opposition in mar-
kets where they could sell the product.

For many years people had a hard hattle
to establish the Collie conl basin. Conse-
quently, il was not advisable at that june-
ture to go into the Collie coal basin with a
large amount of capital, knowing that the
opposition to the consumption of Collie
conl was particularly strong al that time,
As a result, they developed the basin in
soch a way as to get some return on the
capital invested. In mining their property
at Collie they left the field in a most de-
plorable state. But we have now reached
the stage where the Government proposés
to do something and we should review the
situation in the light of existing eireum-
stances and not from past events.

I feel confident that Collie coal has
established itself as a consumable and valu-
able commedity. 8o the picture is an en-
tively different one now from what it was
yvears ago. Also, I feel confident that those
who invested money in the Collie coal
deposits have been well rewarded for the
risks taken. We should now adopt the
attitude that this is such a valuable asset
to the State that a complete revision of
mining methods and practices should he the
order of the day. In my opinion, the pre-
senf|, workings at Collie need immediate
attention with a view to almost complete
abandonnent of their present hauling sys-
tems for the purpose of putting down new
tunnels and shafts which will provide eoffi-
cient and economic working of thé coal
seams at depth.
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A long vision is required; a constructive
policy must be the order of the day. It
wonld be of little advantage to take over
the various propositions at Collie and en-
deavour to use that which is now hbeing used
or has already been used. The work there
has been done in a higgledy-piggledy un-
economical fashion, so that a complete re-
view of the situation with the idea of de-
veloping the coal seams in a modern and
seientifie way should be the policy of the
Government. But this Bill in itself will not
achieve that, However, I am speaking in
the dark, because I do not know what the
Minister proposes to do and thus I am
handicapped.

The measure containg no provision for
requiring the grading and blending of coal
at Cocllie; nor is any power being taken
to make regulations to that end. This was
one of the strong points made by the former
member for Collie. That grand old man
fought year in and year ont to have p uni-
form standard brought into existence. While
T was Minister for Mines, I endeavoured
to get a blending and grading plant in-
stalled at Collie, but hard as I worked to
bring about this necessary and valnable re-
form, I was not long enough in office to
complete it. No power is proposed in the
Bill and, se far as T koow, there is no
authority in the existing law to accomplish
that. If the Minister can, with the aid
of this very weak Bill, bring into existence
at Collie a policy of complete reform, I
shall be the first to congratulate him.

‘What makes me doubtful about this legis-
lation is that the Governmeni proposes to
take power to repeal this division of the
measnre by proclamation. To me this im-
plies that the Government iz not sinecere.
Does the Minister imagine that, beeause the
mining company may be refermed and in-
duced to adopt modem and seientifie methods
now, it will not be necessary to have power
to ensure that in the futnre this asset will
be preserved and the working of coal de-
posits at Collie earried out economically and
efficiently? From my experience I can tell
the Minister that immediately he relaxes
control, the company will revert to the
quickest and cheapest methods of working
in order to accumulate profits. The Minister
proposes not to give Parliament an oppor-
tunity to say whether this division shall he
repealed but to do it hy proclamation.
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The Minister for Housing: I am afrai
that you have mis-read the Bill. I sha
explain that.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is the situatic
as I see it. I warn the House that, no
withstanding what is said by the compan
the State will find itself in the grave dang:
in a year or two of producing less eoal tha
is being won today unless the developme
of the mines receives .immediate attentic
and speedy executign, beeause the number ¢
places where men can be put to win co
is limited, 'We shall not be far enongh shes
with development work in the mines |
eateh up with requirements before the ou
put of the open-cuts begins to diminis
When we reach that stage, there will be
crisis. All around us we see evidenecs of t!
rapid development of secondary industrie
and the consumption of eeal must inerea
enormously. So I warn the Minister th
his job will be a diffienlt one.

Side by side with the development of 1l
existing workings at Collie, there must |
a programme of revision. The old workin
and hanlage ways cannot last much longe
A complete change-over must be made; v
must start afresh to get the ecoal. To do th
we have but a limited time before the ope
cuts will be finished, so the situation shon
be clear to every member. But we shall fis
that those who are interested in and a
watching for dividends will deeide othe
wise. I have no adverse comment to mal
about those people beeause, after bavir
invested their eapital in the industry, the
are entitled to a fair return, but they wi
be prepared to argue until the erisis arrive
and then the Government, when it is &
late, will have to shoulder the responsihilit
That is our experienee already with other «
our State activities. As I have pointed ov
this is as far as the Bill proposes fo go.

It is intended to appoint an adviso
board. 'This, T think, is sound policy
which I can subseribe, more particularly |
the Cabinet does not contain one Minist
with any practical experience of mining.
was the intention of the previous Goven
ment to secure the services of a coalminir
engineer, and I had hoped that the prese
Government would have succeeded befo
now in getting a man for this all-importa:
post. Though I have no objection o fl
appointment of an advisory board, I wou
have preferred a complete hoard of ma
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agement and the power of control vested in
it, subject to the Minister.

Under the second part of the Bill the
Minister proposes to create an industrial
tribunal, I have no adverse comment to
make on that beeause it is almost word for
word with the provisions in a Bill I intro.
duced, The intention is to give the tribunal
| complete power to deal with all matters of
an industrial nature but, in the final an-
‘ alysis, the decision must be flled in the Ar-
bitration Court in order to ensare harmony
and will be subject to review by the court.
That is the right thing to do. I think this is
a particularly good move on the part of the
| Government, Therg is nothing like getting
‘speedy action when industrial trouble is
simmering. The idea is fo deal with it be-
fore it develops and becomes a serious prob-
lem. Boards of reference may easily be ap-
pointed and can be quickly on the spot, and,
as their jurisdiction will be subject to the
tribunal proper and ultimately the court, I
regard this move as a particularly wise and
-waluable one and support it wholeheartedly.

The provisions dealing with the distribu-
tion of coal are practically similar to those
of the existing law and were contained in
the Bill that I introduced, and so I have no
opposition to offer to them. In faet, no
member can do other than support those
‘proposals, The greatest fault I find with
the mensure relates to the most important
aspeet and that is the working and develop-
ment of the mines, The oufstanding need 1s
to preserve the asset to the utmost and at
the same time prodnce coal  speedily
enough to satisfy the needs of indunstry, and
ensure that the State in the next few years
will not suffer from a shortage of eoal. Such
a shortage wonld be a tragedy, and I con-
sider that if it did occur, the responsibility
would rest upon the Government which, hav-
ing been warned, failed to make the requis-
ite arrangements. While I subséribe to the
Bill, I regard it as a very weak measure fo
Aeal with a very important problem.

| MR. WILD (Swan) [3.43]: T support
the measure because it deals with the most
important industry in the State. Without
conl, we are powerless to do anything. We
fare singnlarly fortunate firstly, in bhaving
eoal in very fair quantity ard, secondly,
that over the years the miners have shown

great measure of restraint. They are mod-
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erate men, as the record of strikes at Collie
showa.

I have no knowledge of coalmining and
have never been down a coalmine, but I have
worked in gold and silver-lead mines and
consequently have a great respect for the
men who undertake this very dangerous
work, whatever the nature of the mine might
be. Therefore, I reiterate that we are for-
tapate that we have men engaged in this
dangerons work -showing regard for the
cconomy of the State by adopting a sane
and moderate attifude, At present we are
struggling day by day in an endeavour to .
keep industry going on the outpui of coal
from Collie,

With the completion of the South Fre-
mantle power house in 12 or 18 months’
time, it will be necessary to have an increased
quantity of coal available from Collie. The
Minister, therefore, is to be commended for
looking ahead to ensure that we have a con-
tinuance of peace in industry, and the assis-
tance of an advisory panel chaired by a first-
class mining engineer so that when the time
eomes we shall not be, as we are today,
scratehing for coal. The member for Collia
said he was sorry that to date the Minister
had not been able to obtain & competent coal
engineer. I feel that one does not want fo
rush into making an appointment of that
kind. There probably are engineers and en-
gineers. I would sooner wait a little longer
to get the right man, and then pay him the
biggest salary possble.

A tribunal, similar to the one now oper-
ating under the Commonwealth regulations,
is to be set up. Quite frankly, I do not agree
with that, but I shall support the measure in
toto because, as I said before, the production
of eoal is in the interests of the State, and
if the measure will ensure peace in indus-
try, and the men want a tribunal, T shall
support it. Personally I would prefer to see
provision made for a direct approach to the
President of the Arbitration Court of West-
ern Australia, instead of a coal reference
board, because I have the greatest respect
for President Dunphy, as I think all other
sober-minded ecitizens of the State have, I do
not wish to delay the House further, except
to say that I again congratulate the Minister
on bringing the matter forward. It is neces-
sary to have peace in industry if we are go-
ing to have cozl production. I hope that in
the years to come we will be able to look
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back and say, “This was another milestone
in the production of more and more coal at
Collie.” I support the second reading.

MR. HEGNEY (Pilbara) [5.45]: Like
the others who have spoken, I must support
the measure, The previous speaker rightly
said that without eoal we ean do nothing.
The provision of the Bill setting up the
advisory board and that dealing with the
regulation and distribution of coal, gives
such boards very wide powers. Another part
of the measure deals with industrial regula-
tion and I shall have a few words to say
about that before I resume my seat. Ii
appears that by degrees we are inereasing
the restrictions on private employers in con-
neetion with coal production. I believe the
only and final solution to the production of
coal in this country is to nationalise the
coalmines. The member for Swan said that
without eonl we ean do nothing, and he was
quite right. The Government controls the
railways and, as far ag I know, that depart-
ment consumes 80 or 90 per cent, of the
coal produced at Collie. Private indusiry
and other consumers account for the re-
mainder, Reference was made to electrie
power, The power house is also a Govern-
ment econcern and is vital to the needs of
industry. Coal is the life-bloed of industry
and the mation., The water supplies are
also a Government responsibility, Water,
trangport and coal are three of the main as-
pects of Government and society which the
State should eontrel. I am surprised that
serious efforts have not been made to nation-
alise our coalmining indusfry.

The Attorney Gencral: The railways have
not been a very great success,

Mr. HEGNEY: Why should coal, which
is the most important commodity the State
requires, he in the hands of a few private
individnals? I endorse the remarks of the
memher for Swan that the cealminers should
be commended for fheir pronounced re-
straint in regard to industrial matters, At
times they have had every reason io fake
action more drastic than they have done.
The Government introdunces regulations and
restrictions for the preduction and distribu-
tion of coal, so why should it mot be the
one to produce it? Why should eoal pro-
duction be left to a limited company? The
Bill does mot deal with the question of
nationalising the industry, but its provisions
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are in the direction of restraining private
The time will come when this,
or some other Government, will appreciate
that the only solution is to see that the
production of coal is in the hands of the
Government, As far as the industrial pro-
visions of the Bill are concerned, I have no
hestitation in saying—and the provisions
have obtained throngh the Commonwealth
during the war—that the peculiarities and
intricacies of thig industry are such that
special legislation of this character should
be continued.

No-one denies that President Dunphy
of the Arbitration Court is a most respon-
sible and impartial person. But it is not
fair to require the President of the Acbitra-
tion Court to be on hand for all emergencies
that may arise in regard to industrial regu-
latton at Collie, The tribunal proposed to
he set up will be able to function with very
little formality or delay. It will be able to
investigate disputes at first hand and make
detorminations whieh will have the foree of
law unless either of the parties sees fit to
appesal to’ the Arbitration Court, In that
event it will have to submit a case to the
President who can exercise his prerogative
of referring the matter to the full Arbitra-
tion Court. The coalmining industry is most
important and we should set up the most
clastic machinery possible for dealing with
the industrial disputes which may oceur
from time io time. The board of reference
will be a subsidiary body, Practically every
award and industrial agreement includes
provision for the setting up of a board of
reference to deal with matters within the
jurisdiction of the particular award or in-
dustrial agreement, The Attorney General
looked very startled when I suggested that
our eoalmines should be nationalised.

The Attorney General: I am not startled,
I know that is vour view.

Mr. HEGNEY: I believe the coalmining
industry should be controlled by the repre-
sentatives of the people of the State, I
propose to support the Bill.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
R. R. McDonald—West Perth-—in reply)
[3.556]: I am indebted to the members who
bave spoken for their examination of an
industry so important to our State, and for
their comments on the Bill. The member
for Collie said that whether the Bill would
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bring about the orderly and efficient de-
velopment of the coalfields that the measure
aimed at and that everyone desired, would
only be known from experience. I agree.
The measnre has been introduced to give
new powers of direction in connection with
the development of the Collie field, and it
will be for us to see that it achieves its
object, If it does not achieve all that we
desire, then it may be necessary for some
further measure to receive the attention of
Parliament later, The hon. member re-
ferred to the coal engineer. The matter of
salary has not yet heen considered, but I can
say that, in order to get a man with the
experience and expert qualifieations desired,
the Government would be prepared to en-
tertain a salary which could be com-
manded by a man with such qualifications,
because we want to get someone who can
give authoritative advice which will be of
advantage to the Government, the coal in-
dustry and those engaged in the mines,

Mr. May: Have you not formed any idea
of what you are prepared to pay"?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
No. The amount will depend a good deal
on the man, his qualifications and the posi-
tion he previously held. It would not be
wise at this stage to say, “We shall not pey
more than a certain sum,” becanse we might
have to make an advance on the amount
in order to get a man with the qualifica-
tions we wish, The hon, member referred
to the position that would obtain pending
such an appointment. Well, the Bill takes
care of that by providing that until such
appointment is made, an engineer of the
Mines Department may he appointed to act
as chairman of the coal advisory hoard. We
have in our department some very able men
with a not inconsiderable knowledge of eoal-
mining, as well as other forms of mining.
So, there is no reason why the ceal advis-
ory board should not commence its opera-
tions promptly, after the Bill hecomes law,
the chairman heing a mining engineer from
our department until a coalmining engineer
is appointed. The member for Collie =aid,
very correetly, that the measure would re-
place the Commonwealth regulations which
provide for an industrial tribunal, if those
regulations cease to operate.

I have not been able to find out exactly
what the Commonwealth Government has
in view regarding the regulations relating
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to industrial matters in the coal industry,
or the provisions of the Coal Production
Act which deal with the distribution of eoal.
When I was in Canberra this week I saw
Senator Ashbley and asked him if he would
give me some idea of what the Common-
wealth intended, as we had a Bill before this
Parliament that would replace by State
legislation the matters which at present are
anthorised by Commonwealth legislation ar
regulations,

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Did you ask him to
give us a drop more peirol?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: No, I
keep to my job, and that is not connected
with petrol. He is the Minister for fuel
and, had the member for Fremantle men-
tioned the faet to me hefore, I might have
approached him on that matter. Senator
Ashley told me that he could not yet give
more information as to the Commonwealth
Government’s intentions, but he would
write to me as soon as possible and let me
know. In the meantime, kry this measuve,
it is provided that those portions of the
Bill which deal with industrizl matters
end with distribution of coal can come into
operation on proelamation. If this measure
is passed, irrespective of what the Com-
monwealth Government does, we can take
up the position immediately by proclama-
tion, if the Commonwealth does not extend
the measures which now operate.

Mr. Marshall: Where iz your power to
proclaim? Under the parent Act?

The MINISTER FOR HOQUSING: XNo,
under this Bill. The member for Murchi-
son dealt with the coal industry and T am
in complete agreement with a great deal of
what he said. The Bill is before the House
because the (lovernment has an apprecia-
tion of the urgency of measures to provide
for the effective working of our coalfields
and for the maximum production of coal,
In addition to the appointment of a coal
advisory board, the existing provisions of
the Mining Act will be amended to enahle
regnlations to he made to direct the de-
velopment of mines. The proposed appoint-
ment of an advisory hoard is so that repve-
sentutives of the Collie unions may have a
direct voiee in advising the Government,
As it is now, regulations can he made deal-
ing with the working of mines, and this
provision has heen amended to inelude their
development.

~
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As to whether this should be done merely
by direction of the Minister, or whether
it should be the subject of regulation, is
a matter of opinion, but there is some
wround for its being done by regulation, be-
cause that will give the House an oppor-
tunity of passing judgment on it. This
measure gives power to make regulations
for the development of the coalfield'in wide
terms, It is true, ns the member for Mur-
chison says, that we do not state that rve-
sulations can be made for development by
vood machinery, or by driving proper tun-
nels, or utilising this portion of a lease or
another portion of a Jease, because it does
not go info detail, but the broad term in
the Bill ‘*to make regulations for develop-
ment’" is, 1 think, as extensive as it eonld
bhe and will eover all the various ways in
which development can he brought about.

Myr. Marshall: The provision in the Bill
has only two words that are absent from
the parent Aet—‘wbrking’’ and ‘‘develop-
ment.*’

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
i3 the whole point. The pavent Aect was
weak in that respect. It is corrected by
eiving the necessary power to contrul de-
velopment, and that is the erux of the mai-
ter. For the first time it does give power
to the Government to make orders vegard-
ing the development of the coalmining in-
dustry. The member for Murchison also
referved to the importanee of the eval in-
dustry and, when intredueing the Bill, 1
gave my personal opinion that there should
be a separate measure denling solely
with it. As the hon. member has
rightly said, the industry has reached an
importance and has so many aspeets to it
that it could be the subject of special legis-
lation. As I explained to the House, such
legislation would take some time to pre-
pare and, if we are to get a coalmining en-
gineer, it would be wiser and more prudent
to await his arrival so that he conld advise
us as to legistation that may he desirable.

In the meantime, so that the Govern-
ment may be in a position to deal with de-
velopment without delay, this measure has
been introduced to eonfer, what the mem-
ber for Murchison agrees, are necessary
and desirable powers. The bon. member
also sugpested that the provisions of the
Bill could be repealed by proclamation.
That is not so. The provisions of the Bill
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regarding power tp direct development ar
permanent. They will be as much a par
of the Mining Act as any other section o
it, as also will be the section dealing witl
the industrial tribunal. The only part tha
can he repealed by proclamation is tha
dealing with a eoal distribution eommittee

Mr. Marshall: That is the way the Bil
is worded.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Th
last elause says, ‘‘This division may be re
pealed by proclamation,’’ and the reasm
for that is something which can be disens
gsed in Committee. The member for Swai
referred to what I think is a very soun
pringiple, and that is that all industria
matters should be under the control of ou
State Arbitration Court. But it has bee
found from experience, and has heen th
practice in the coal industry, that som
special conciliation and industrial measare
are of advantage. After consulting repre
sentotives of the Collie unions, we hav
continued in this Bill a measure regarding
conciliation and arbitration aud, as th
member for Murchison said, ‘“speedy ae
tion,”* which has been found to worlk wel
on the coalfields.

Mr. May: It is often necessary to den
with problems on the spot.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Tha
is s0.

Mr. May: That is the whole objeet.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Th
memher for Pilbara veferred to a matte;
which is one of opinion, but is outside th
Bill, and I would perhaps he rather indis
ereet if T permitted myself to enter a de
bate of that description. The Bill is a defi
nite eontribution to the development of ow
coal industry and will assist in the objee
tives we all have in mind. If there shouls
he Eurther measures, that will be a matte
for consideration by Parliament at a late
date, hut this Bill has been hrought dowr
with all possible expedition, so that we wil
have some provision in these various diree
tions to meet the needs of the industry.

Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee,

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Ministe:
for Housing in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.
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Clause 4—new Part 11A inserted:

Mr. MAY: I move an amendment—

That after the word ‘‘engineer’’ in line 8
of the definition of ‘“the Chief Coal Mining
Engineer'’ the words ¢‘or Inapector of Mines
who is so qualified’’ be added,

It may be that the coalmining engineer will
be absent from the State or through illness,
or for some other reasen, and if my amend-
ment js agreed to it will-safeguard the posi-
tion and help the industry.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING : I hope
the hon. member will not press the amend-
ment, The idea iz that the coal advisory
hoard is to have the advantage of the coal
engineer who will be a highly expert man.
Until he is appointed, or if he is absent
after he has been appointed, then any mining
engineer employed in the department may
be appointed fo act temporarily as chairman
of the board. If there is any officer who is
in fact & mining engineer and whose services
it might be desired to utilise for the pur-
pose, it might be possible to give him some
standing or status as a mining engineer to
enable him to qualify under the measure.
However, T do not think it would be wise
to insert the name of any other officer, how-
ever able he may be, except as mentioned
in the Bill. 1 must oppose the amendment.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am sorry thet the
Minister has seen fit to oppose the amend-
ment. I admit it e¢an be aecepted in one
sense as probably lessening the prestige of
the position, but it should be remembered
that this is merely a matter of providing a
substitute for the chief coalmining engineer
perding his appointment or during his
absence through illness, or owing to his being
away on leave. TUnless the amendment he
agreed to, the Minister might find himself
in the invidious position of having no quali-
fied person available, with the result that the
board could not function.

The Minister for Housing: I think we
wounld always have an engineer available in
the deparitment.

Mr. MARSHALL: I cannot see any real
tbjection to the amendment.

Amendment put apd negatived.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. MAY: I move an amendment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (¢) of Sub-
clauge (2) after the word ‘‘person’’ the words
*'to be elected by ballot and’’ be imserted.

In almost all instances where an employee's
representative is to be elected, it is by ballot.
That applies to the election of a workmen’s
inspeetor. There is no reference in the Bill
as to how the election shall be dealt with.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I have
had no opportunity ta consider the sugges-
tion as I knew nothing about it until I heard
the amendment moved. I am prepared to
believe that the suggestion may be worthy
of adoption, but it might require some fur-
ther additions to the Bill to enable the neces-
sary regulations to be formulated dealing
with the method of holding the election, I
will examine the amendment, and if it does
not seem to involve any diffieulty, the Bill
can be recommitted and the amendment in-
serted,

Mr. MAY: T did not have an opportunity
to confer with the Minister because he was
out of the State.

The Minister for Housing: That is quite
correet.

Mr. MAY: If the Minister is prepared to
give me an assurance that, after he has given
consideration {o the amendment and decides
to accept if, he will have it inserted, even
though it he in another place, I shall be
satisfied. Some such provision dealing with
the election should be included.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr, MARSHALL: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (a) of proposed
new Seetion 9G after the word ‘‘the,’” the
words *‘‘efficient and eeonomical’’! be inserted.
As this provision is worded, it leaves it open
for a company to argue with the Minister
as to the actnal point raised respecting de-
velopment in a mine,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
agree with the amendment, which I believe
will be an improvement on the Bill

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. MARSHALL:
ment—

That in line 3 of paragraph (a) of proposed
new Sectionn-9G after the word ‘‘safety,’’ the
words ‘‘and health’’ be inserted.

I move an amend-
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With the inclusion of these words, there
will be & safeguard against development in
the workings that may be injurious to health
as well ag that dealing with the safety as-
pect.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
amendment will enlarge the servies the
board ean render to the industry and I ac-
cept it,,

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. MARSHALL: A consequential
amendment will be necessary in proposed
new Section 9H. I move an amendment—

That in line 10 of proposed new Seection 9H
after the word ¢‘safety,’’ the words ‘‘and
health’! be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 5—Amendment of Section 308:

Mr. MAY: Will the Minister give the
Committee a more definite interpretation of
the words at the end of the proposed new
paragraph (7)—*possession of, held, oeccu-
pied, used, developed, worked or enjoyed”?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This
provision will enable regulations to be made
preseribing the labour, development, working
and other conditions and the incidence,
rights and obligations under which mining
tenements shall be taken possession of, held,
occupied, used, developed, worked or en-
joyed. All I can say is that, in my opinon,
they are very comprehensive words and will
give wide encugh powers to enable regula-
tions to be framed prescribing the terms
upon which these tenements shall be held
and dealt with, They are a series of words
that are meant to be comprehensive and fo
enable directions to be given on a broad
scale as to the obligations and incidence in-
volved on the lessee of a mining tenement,

Clause put and passed.
Clanse 6, Title—agreed to.
Bil! reported with amendments.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.
1, Workers’ Compensation Act Amend-
ment.
With amendments,
2, Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insur-
ance) Aet Amendment,
Without amendment,
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BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2}.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
A, V. R. Abbott—North Perth) [7.50] in
moving the second reading said: One of the
most serious and dread diseases that we have
to combat today is tuberculosis. This disease
is one of the most resdily curable if found
at its early stage. Contrary to the old be-
lief, tuberculosis is not hereditary; but it
is infectious and can strike anyone of any
age. Stamping out the disease should be
the eoncern of everyome. It is difficult to
control, beeause in its early stages it gives
little or no warning of its presence. The
Commonwealth has decided to initiate a
eampaign which ealls for a great degree of
co-operation between State and Common-
wealth Governments for the purpose of con-
trolling and, if possible, ultimately eradi-
cating this dread disease, which in Aus-
fralia is by far the greatest individual cause
of death among men and women in the
prime of adult life, hetween the ages nf 20
and 40 years,

In 1946, the latest year for which details
are available, tuberculosis was responsible

" for 27.6 of deaths from all major individual

causes among people aged 20 to 39 years.
It coused more than twice as many deaths
in this age-group as did cancer, and it ex-
ceeded by more than 50 per cent. the total
of deaths from diseases of the heart and the
circulatory system. Amongst people of
these nges, there are between 30,000 and
40,000 known tuberculosis sufferers in Aus-
tralia, and there may be, many thousands
more unsuspeeted c¢ases. The Commonwealth
has based ils campaign on Commonwealth
and State co-operation and collaboration,
and it is desired that it should be worked
on a uniform plan throughout the Common-
wealth, The States will continue to admin-
ister control and utilise their existing organ-
isationg and facilities, expanding them to
provide adequately for expanding needs

The Commonwealth will bear the whole
of the cost of maintenance expenditure of
the States, approved by the Commonwealth,
in excess of the net maintenance expendi-
ture incurred by the States in diagmosis,
treatment and control of tuberculosis in the
finaneial year 1947-48, The Commonwealth
will alsp bear the eost, by reimbursement
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to the States, of all new approved capital
expenditure of the States from the 1st July,
1848, for land buildings, furnishing, equip-
ment and plant for use in the diagnosis,
trertment and control of the disease, There
i= real need to educate the public as to the
means of combating the spread of tuber-
culosis and of the value of early diagnosis
and treatment. There is need to destroy the
fear of the disease und to overcome the
reluctanee of some people to undergo proper
examination,

There is also need, where required, for
the proper contro] of the few persons who
are affected by the disease and are in a
highly infectious condition, in order to en-
swre that serious damage is not done by
them to healthy persons. The disease is
highly infectious at certain stages and the
community should be given the maximum
protection, The Bill is designed to enable
the closest co-operation to be established
with the Commonwealth in implementing
the campaign and assuming the necessary
control to ensure that all reasonable pro-
tection is given to the community against
such irresponsible persons who do not care
whether they spread infection or not. At
the present time, the Wooroloo Sanatorinm
und Tuberculosis Clinie in Western Ans-
tralia are maintained sand administered
under the provisions of the Hospitals Act.

The Bill provides that all matters relat-
ing to tubercnlosis shall be dealt with under
the Health Act. It is thought desirable, in
view of tle Commonwealth’s expressed in-
tention to provide a very large portion of
the future expenditure to be incurred in
maintaining necessary  hospitals, sanaforia
and elinies, as well as future buildings, that
the expenditure should be severed from the
money to be expended under the Hospitals
Act, The Bill provides that the Governor
may, for the purpose of ascertaining the in-
cidence of tubereulosiz prevention, treat-
ment and éontrol, establish and maintain a
tuberculosis control branch of the Health
Department, as well as hospitals and sana-
toria. for the treatment of cases. Wooroloo
and all future sanatoria will be administer-
ed under the provisions of the Health Act.
Provision is a¥so made for the proper noti-
fication to the hcalth anthorities of any ease.

Some of the provisions are already in-
vorporated in the Health Act, but il is
thought desirable o consolidate them in one
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part of the Aet. The Bill provides that o
person suspected by an approved medical
officer of having tubereulosis may be re-
quired to submit to an examination, if it
is considered necessary, If, in the opinion’
of the Commissioner, or an approved medi-
cal officer, a person is suffering from com-
munieable tuberculosis and does not conduct
himsgelf so0 as to preclude infection by him
of other persons, or if a person so suffering
consumes excessive intoxicating liquor and
does noft volunfarity submit himself to
proper treattment, or if a patient conduets
himself in such a manner as to he detri-
mental to the condition of other patients
in an insfitution, or attempts to leave an
institution, a complaint may be made
against him, with the approval of the
Commissioner of Public Health or an ap-
proved medieal officer. The complaint is
to be heard and determined by a magistrate
under the provisions of the Justices Aect.
On the hearing the magistrate may exelude
all persons and prohibit the publication of
tha proceedings at his discretion. If the
vomplaint is established to the magistrate's
satisfaction he shall adjudge the person a
declared patient and order him to enter an
institution and to remain there for such
period as he shall think fit, not exceeding
12 months.

Hon. A. H. anton: Without the option?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.
If contravy to the terms of an order by a
magistrate a deelared person does not enter
an institution, or having entered it does not
remain there while the order is operative,
he commits an offence and the magistrate
may issue a warrant for him to be ap-
prehended and conveyed to the imstitution,
where he may be kept in custody during
the operation of the order. There is pro-
vision for the order to he extended for a fur-
ther period, if necessary, and also for the
Commissioner to he able to discharge a
patient at any time if he thinks his condi-
tion vo longer requires him to vemain.
Power is given for the Governor to make
the necessary regulations for the purpose of
carrying the provisions of the Act into
effect.

Provision is also made for a penalty not
exeeeding £20 for acting in eontravention
of or failing to comply with any of the pro-
visions of any regulation made under the
sectiop providing for the regulstions, It
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might be thought that some of the provi-
sions of the Bill are unduly severe or op-
pressive, but it must be remembered that
this disease is highly infectious, and that it
has heen found that there is a certain num-
ber of people who are not prepared, either
in their own interests or in the interests of
others, to subject themselves o the diseipline
that is required if they are not to be a men-
ace to the community. The Controller of
Tuberculosis in Western Australia, Dr.
Henzell, has reported to me that there is a
small number of people who eapnot or will
not eonduct themselves in such a wey as
not to be a menace to the community. I
will read out a small portion of that yeport.
After dealing with the necessity for edneat-
ing the public so as to enable the people
to obtain the maximum protection, Dr, Hen-
zell goes on to say—

But there remains a small minority who ean-
not or will not conduet themselves in the in-
terests of themselves or of the rest of “the com-
nunhity. These few, usually numbering about
10 at any one time, constitute a serious gap
in our defences against this disease. The
chronic aleoholic, the mentally sub-normal and
the wilfully anti-sceial person are by their
homicidal lack of responsibility a great menace
to those who have to associate with them. A
few ecase histories will illustrate this.

A man with the advaneed infectious disease
refused treatment and isolation in hospital.
He ultimately was admitted after three years
at home with his wife and child of four years
and sobsequently died. His wife was then
found to have slowly progressive active disease
and will probably need operative treatment.
The child alse received a heavy lung infection
which is only partly overcome and which might
well become active again in early adult life
This patient was not an aleoholic but was
mentally sub-normal and irresponsible.

A young woman with a child of six months
was found to have the active disease.
torium tireatment with excellent prospeets of
healing the disease was refused. She refused
to allow anyone else to take care of the child
and insisted on bringing it with her to the
clinie, even nursing it in her arms. The mother
ig riow worse and the child, three years of age,
has developed the disease in its Iunge.

A man, an aleoholic, with four children,
three daughters and one son, aged from 10 to
18 years, refused sanatorium treatment 12
years ago. He died 10 years ago, in the mean-
time remaining at home with his children and
denying that there was any risk. His son has
since died of tuberculosis and two of the three
daughters have had to be treated for the disense
in the sanatorium. One is doing well but the
ontlook of the other is grave. These histories
could he multiplied a hundredfold. All workers
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in tuberculoeis throughout the world agree
that they nullify mueh of our anti-tuber-
culosis work.

If the incidence of the disease in contacts
of all known cases is five per cent, over 12
times that of the rest of the populntion, it
must be nearly 10 times as bigh again in con-
tacta of the rvecaleitrant patients. In other
countries, for example Canada and many of the
States of the U.8.A., this problem has heen
faced by providing statutery powers for the
compulsory control of such cases and the use
of restraint if necessary, In those countries
it has been found by experience that suchk
powers are acceptable to the community and
salutary in their effect and that, in faet, it is
rarely necessary to use them. The fact that
they are in existence is sufficient to induee
the great majority even of recaleitrant patients
to conform to proper social conditions.

On reading that somewhat sad yeport it
must be vealised that if we are to do our
duty to the community we must have power
to control those who lack all sense of re-
sponsibility and proper social inmstinets. If
passed the Bill will be, I believe, the open-
ing move ifl a strong campaign by the Com-
monwealth and States to stamp out tuber-
culosis and to relieve a very great amount of
suffering that now exists owing to this dis.
ease. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Hon. A. H, Panton, debate
adjourned.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
{No. 3).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon
A. V. R. Abbott—North Perth) [8.10] in
moving the second reading said: I intention-
ally separated this Bill from that which pre.
ceded it because I thought that a measure
dealing entirely with one matter eould bettex
be dealt with by the House apart from an
other dealing with a number of amendment:
to the Health Act. Tt is some little time sinet
that Act was amended and the provisions
of the Bill have been recommended to the
Government by the Commissioner of Publi
Health. The first amendment sought to I
made deals with two definitions in the Act
Under the Act *a drug” means any sob
stanee, organie oy inorganie, used as a medi
eine, or in the ecomposition or preparatior
of medieine whether for external or interna
nse and includes tfobaeco, soap and per
fumes. It has been found that some ecos
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meties, absorbent cotton wool and surgical
dressings which are not now governed by
the Act are unsuitable, owing to their con-
tents or eondition, to be used. Some cosmet-
ies contain substances that are deleterious
to the skin and to the health generally, and
it is desired to bring them within the seope
of the definition. The definition of “sanitary
convenience’” under the Act is as follows:—

f*Banitary convenience’’ includes wrinals,
water-closets, earth-closets, privies, ash-pits,
ash-ftubs, or other receptacles for the deposit

of ashes, faecal matter, or refuse, and all
similar conveniences,

It has been found that baths and wash
troughs which are not included in the defini-
tion are frequently of an insanitary nature,
and it is desired therefore to bring these
conveniences within the definition of “sani-
tary convenience.” The next provision of the
Bill deals with Seetion 18. This section pro-
vides that—

Every municipal district shall Be a health
distriet within the meaning of this Act and the
municipal ecuncil shall be the local authority
for such dietrict.

However, it makes nc mention of road
boards. Under the next seetion in the Act,
provision is made for any adjoining territory
to a municipality to be added to smch muni-
cipality for the purpose of being treated
conjointly as a health area. But once this has
been done there is no provision to make any
alteration and if is thought desirable that
power should be given for this purpose. In
order to minimise the cost of health services
in the ecountry, arrangements have bheen
made for a number of local anthorities to
combine go as to employ one health inspee-
tor on health matters and thus save expendi-
ture, There is no authority under the Act
for this to be done and no procedure under
the Act by which such a method or system
shall be carried out. The Bill proposes to
make provision for the creation of regional
health areas, where a number of local aun-
thorities can he joined together for the
purpose of earrying into effect the duties
tmposed upon them hy the Health Act.

The Bill provides that [ceal authorities
or any part of a local authority may he
joined in a regional area, and may be con-
stituted a health district by the Governor,
and that such areas may he changed from
time to time. A regional health area is to be
administered by a board which is to com-
prise one representative from each local au-
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thority or part of a loeal authority within
the area. Members of the board are to be
nominated by the local authorities, and in
addition there is to be nominated by them
for each member a deputy who takes the
Place of the representative when the mem-
ber is unable to be present at any meeting.
These regional areas will be bodies corpor-
ate and aet as such. The regiona]l areas are
to be financed by the local authorities which
comprise them. Each year a statement is to
be furnished by a board to the various loecal
authorities it represents showing the antici-
pated contributions that are to be made by
them to the board, If any local authorily
disagrees with the amount of its contribu-
tion there is an appeal in the first instance
to the Commissioner and subsequently to
the Minister, Local authorities are required
to raise the necessary funds under the pro-
visiong of Part ITI of the Aect,

At present there is no provision in the
Act for a reserve fund to be ereated by a
local authority in respect of health rating.
A new section is to be added after Section
45 giving power to any local authority to
create a reserve fund with the consent of
the Minister. The next matter dealt with
comes under Section 133. This is the see-
tion which gives the local anthorities power
to make bylaws with respeect to a number
of matiers. Portion of that section gives
power to the loeal authority to make by-
laws regulating the disposal of night soil,
urine and refuse. The proposed amendment
is to give the local authority power to re-
gulate pig swill. Al present no power of
that kind exists.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must ask members to

give the Minister better attention. They
are too noisy.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It is

thought that local authorities should have
power to deal with pig swill and determine
in what manner it should he disposed of.
At present swill remains the property of
the individual who produces it and he ean
do what he likes with it. Power is also
taken io make regulations governing the
use of damaged vessels, whether cups, plates
or dishes and whether of pottery, glass or
otherwise, used for the serving of food, and
preseribing the kind of vessels which may
he used for various purposes. Members are
aware that some of the erockery found in
some eating houses is in such a bad condi-
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tien as to be definitely unhealthy for users,
At present no power exists to prevent the
use of these vessels in any way whatsoever.
The power, however, is given by this Bill.

Power is also being taken to preseribc
those matters and things which shall be
vbsefved for preventing rodents entering
premises or rendering premises free of
rodents and keeping them free thereof.
Rats may be a serious menace to the health
of the community and these provisions will
enable loen! authorities to make hylaws
dealing with precautions that should be
taken in that conneetion. IPower is also
taken to make regulations dealing with the
construetion, situation, inspeetion and main-
tenance of bath and laundry facilities. Sec-
tion 163 gives the Governor power to make
regnlations for the prevention of over-
crowding and obstruction in any gangway
and passages of any publie buildings and
{he prevention ol fires in such public build-
ings, or boarding honses, lodging houses,
lirensed premises and so on.

Hon. A. 1. Panton: You ought {o add
tiovernment buses to that.

The MINISBER FOR HEALTH: Per-
haps the hon, member is rizht. The Bill seeks
to provide that the Governor shall have
power to make regulations relating to the
safely and conveniences in or upen any
huilding or premises referved to in the sub-
section.  This will inelude all persons,
whether members of the public or persons
who are in or upon buildings or premises in
pavsvanee of their employment, occupa-
tion, or other purpose. This makes it quite
vlear that not only the =atety of members
of the publie but also that of the em-
ployees of any occupied premises can he
hroughé under control by regulation.

An additional seetion is to be added after
Section 185 giving the (iovernor power
to make regmlations requiring persons en-
gaged in preseribed industries to snbmit
themizelves for perivdical medical exami-
nation. As members are aware, the health
services are taking more and more interest
in mdustrial occupations. There are some
occupations where periodical examination
of those who are engaged in them may be
of material benefit, and power is sought
to enable this to be done in respect of those
who feel that it is not desirable for them to
be exan.ned. For instance, the periodical
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examination of persons coming into eon-
taet with the melting of lead is highly de-
sirable.

Mr. Hegney: Who would pay for the
examination }

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I think
the (tovernment wonld have to pay, It
would be hardly fair to compel people to
submit to examination and then require them
to pay for it. The next scetion we desire
to amend is No. 193, which deals with the
period before and after parturition at which
milk may be drawn from vows. The amend-
ment secks {o inake the Act uniform,.as in
some sections a different period is provided.
1t is proposed ty substitute 13 days for 30
days and 10 days for five days.

" Section 212 provides that it shall be on
offenee for a person to publish false state-
ments in an advertisement relating to the
vontents or effect of patent medicines, but
the publication does not include statements
made by word of mouth over the air. The
amendment will bring advertising over the
air into line with advertising in a newspaper,
Nection 221 deals with persons who sell or
expose for sale any substance or compound
under the name or deseription of or with
the intent that the same may be used as a
disinfectant, deodorizer, germicide, preserva-
tive, antiseptic, sanitary powder or sanitary
fluid without diselosing the ingredients on
the label. We propose to in¢lude insecticide
hecanse some insectieides, such as D.D.T,
which 1s being used quite a lot, might con-
tain deleterions substances.

Section 225 empowers the Governor, on
the adviee of the Advisory Committee, to
make regulations dealing with a number of
matters. These include the taking of samples
of fonds, drngs and disinfectants, and pro-
hibiting persons having in their possession
for sale any food, drug or disinfectant which
has been adulterated by the admixture of
any foreign substance. 1t is desired to pro-
hibit the manufacture, sale or offering for
sale of any toy, wallpaper or paper for
wrapping food in which the eolouring mat-
ter used is in excess of the guantity pre-
seribed, and to prohibit the manufacture,
sale and offeriny for sale of any, textiles
used for wearing apparel that contain ar-
senie or other deleterious compounds. An-
other prohibition proposed is against the
manunfacture, sale and offering for sale of
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any tobed nursing hottles for infants' food.
This item may not be considered of great
importance, but I have been informed that
the long-tubed bottles, which one seldom sees
nowadays because  their use is not en-
couraged by health aunthorities, arc liable to
cause serious infeetion. It was the custom
to lay the bottle on the bed of the haby
and let it suck the milk through the tube,
The modern feeding bottle has merely &
teat which can be sterilised after use.

Hon, A, B. Panton: Are you speaking
from experience?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.
I marvel that T have survived. Section 228
authorises loeal authorities to make bylaws
for various purposes, one of which is for
cleansing and (disinfecting houses, build-
ings, yards, drains, sewers, ete, and for
isolatinr or disinfecting persons, houses,
huildings, places and things.

Hen. A, H. Panton: Persons?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.
The ineidence of American typhus, com-
monly known as Brill's Disease, is quite
high in this State, and the Commonwealth
research organisations are being asked to
investirate the trouble here. This disease
is carried by the fleas of rats or by lice,
and communieated to bumans. The Bill pro-
poses to add the word “disinfeeting.” Those
whn have served in the Army will appreciate
what that means.

The Minister for Railways: (Commonly
called “delonsing.”

The MINISTER FOR TIEALTH: I did
not catech what the Minister said. Section
269 empowers the Governor to proelaim that
vertnin drogs shall not he soid except on
the preseription of a doctor, but there is nc
power to remove n drug from the preseribed
fist. Amongst the drugs now prescribed is
penieillin, which is one of the principal drugs
used by the veierinary service to treat
varions diseases in cows, particularly mas-
titis, We desire to withdraw this drng from
the list =0 that it may be used in the counfry
without a doctor’s prescription.

Section 314 requires midwives to furnish -

certain information of eases attended by
them. Tt is desired that a record of still-
births should be kept because such informa-
tion might have an important bearing on
the health of the community. TUnder the
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amendment, midwives and medicnl afficers
will be required to notify the health authori-
ties of any still-birth, and, if thought neces-
sary, & post-mortem may be conducted on
the body of a still-born child.

An additional section is to be added after
Section 318 to provide that local anthorities
may conduet immunisation eampaigns
against diphtheria, whooping eough, ete.,
and use their funds for the purpose. There
is some doubt whether they now have
authority to do so, although immunisation
is recognised as one of the most valuable
preventives of diphtheria. Immunisation is
regarded by all health anthorities as a matter
of great importance and is being encouraged
by. the Commonwealth Governmoent even to
the extent of its providing anti-toxing free.
We desire to give loeal authorities power
to conduet these campaigns. Some have
already been conducted with great suceess
and it is "hoped that through these efforts
& majority of the children will be immuonised.

Rection 330 of the Aet imposes a duty
on police officers to demand the name and
address of any person found committing
a breach of the Aet, 1t is desired to impose
the same duty on and give #he same authority
to health inspeetors. Those are the pro-
visions of the Bill. They may seem fo be
large in number and alterations of a minor
nature, but none the less they are important
from the point of view of the administration
of health in the community. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Ou mation by My, Styants, debate ad-
journed,

BILL_DOG ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOV-
BERNMENT (Hon. A. F. Watts—Katan-
ning) [8.47] in moving the second reading
said: Maost of the amendments in the Bill
have been asked for by vavious local anth-
orities which are responsible tor the ad-
ministration of the present law relating to
dogs. I have heard it said in the House
““The Bill is a very little one.”’ That ap-
plies with considerable foree to the measure
now before us.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Such Bills are gen-
evally described as being important little
Rills.
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The MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOYV-
ERNMENT: But from the aspect of the
provisions this Bill contains I think it ean
be said to have some importance. The first
thing the Bill purports to do is fo define
what the words ‘‘wandering at large’ in
Section 19 of the parent Act mean. That
seetion provides—

Any dog found wandering at large may be
seized and kept by the police, or any authorised
officer of a loeal authority.

Difliculty has arisen as to the meaning of
the words. Efforts have been made to seize
dogs in the company of their owners but
not under any specilic type of eontrol. The
Bill provides that a dog wandering at large
shall mean a dog roaming about without
any control whatever. The Bill contains
some special provisions dealing with health,
and dogs on leashes to whieh I shall refer
later. The next proposal affects Section 5
of the principal Aet which refers to persons
keeping unvegistered dogs. Under that see-
tion there 1s a maximum penalty of 40s,
and a minimum penalty of 10s. It has been
found that the power of mitigation has
been used, as contained in Section 166 of
the Justices Aet, so that the minimum pen-
alty has, on many oceasions, not been as-
sessed by the justices or other authorities
hearing the cases. We desire to make it
perfectly plain that notwithstanding that
power of mitigalion, the penalty is fo be a
minimum of 10s.

A request has also been made that the
courts should have power to direet the pay-
ment of the unpaid lieense or registration
fee to the local authority. Power to do that
has not hitherto been vested in the court.
Seetion 19 of the principal Aect is amended
to provide that local authorities may main-
tain dog pounds. At the present time, as
I said 2 moment ago, Section 19 of the
Act provides that any dog found wandering
at large may lLe seized and kept by the
police or any authorised officer of a local
authority. In the larger towns, particu-
larly, difficulties have arvisen as to where
the dogs should be kept by these interest-
ing gentlemen, there being no regular auth-
ority for the maintenanece of a pound from
the revenue of the loeal anthority. It is,
therefore, considered desirable that an
amendment should be made to correct that
position and enable such a place to be kept.
The Bill then goes on to provide that ‘‘any
dog so seized shall be held and disposed
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of in the manner prescrihed.’’ The ‘‘mar
ner presdribed’’ is to be by regulation
made by the Governor, which come undec
the last but one clanse of the measnre, an
te which I shall refer in & moment. Se
tion 22 of the principal Act sets out that-

The owner or occupier of any enclosed fiels
paddock, yard, or other place in which an
sheep or cattle are confined, or any person ac
ing under the authority of sueh owner or ocen
pier, may, without incurring any liability i
respect thereof, shoot or otherwise destro;
without eruelty by some speedy means, ap
dog found at large therein,
It is desired to add to that section th
words ‘““or poultry’’ in the interests o
pouliry farmers who, in many areas, con
plain of the worrying of their stock b
dogs, and the losses they suffer in econse
quence.

My, Marshall: What effect will the word
“or poultry’’ have on the section?

The MINISTER F¥FOR LOCAL GOV
ERNMEXT: They will mean that if a do
is found wandering at large in a field i
which poultry is kept, the owner shall be ¢
liberty to destroy it by humane means.

Mr. Marshall: A dog with foul inter
tions!

The MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOV
ERNMENT: The next clanse of the Bi
secks to amend Seetion 35 of the Act an
provides for the making of regulation:
Ohviously if a local authority is empowere
to maintain a pound, it will need to hav
regulations to control the impounding o
the dogs therein, to deal with their eare
release and disposal, and to preseribe th
fees to be payable in respect of the sam:
It will also be necessary to make regula
tions preseribing the liability of any perso
in respeet to the fees; prohibiting the releas
of any dog from a pound except in aceord
ance with the regulations; and prohibitin
the obstruction or hindrance of any employe
of a local anthority or member of the polic
foree in the perfermance of anything auth
orised by the provisions of the Aet. Th
Governor, therefore, is to be empowered t
make regulations in connection with thes
matters.

T said a moment ago there was some r¢
ference in the measure to dogs on leashes
Ii is desired, both on health grounds an
others to prevent dogs, in any circumstances
from entering certain premises such a
shops, particularly those where food fo
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buman eonsumption is available for sale. It
was considered impossible to set out these
_places in an Act of Parliament.” Therefore
it was thought better to enable regulations
to be made, not by the loeal authority but
by the Governor through Executive Council,
setting out the places that dogs might be
prohibited from entering, and other places
that they might enter provided they were
under contro] as specified in the Bill. I
think members will agree that in the cir-
cumstances I have mentioned it is desirable
thai some control of this nature should be
exercised. There is no doubt that at timnes
the presence of dogs in such establishments
as 1 have referred to i 2 menace to publie
heatth.

While the regulations should be reason-
ably drawn and properly applied, I believe
there should be power for them to be made
by the Governor. Consequently that pro-
viston is in the Bill. The last point in the
measure is that the Governor may, subject
to such restrictions as may be specified in
an order, permit a loeal authority to make
regulations under the preceding section for
use within its own district. It also gives
power for that order to be repealed or
amended, thereby depriving the local auth-
ority of the right to make these bylaws, This
power wonld be exercised only in the event
of a loeal anthority not making bylaws of a
desirable character, or not administering
them in a reasonable way.

Mr. Marshall: Will this affect a muni-
eipality such as we have in the metropolitan
arez?

The MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT: It will be effective thronghont
the State,

Mr. Marshall: I do not see how you could
use firearms within municipal boundaries.

The MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT: There is nothing about fire-
arms in the Bill

Mr. Marshall: How otherwise eould you
‘ destrov a dog?

The MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOV.
ERNMENT: A dog would not be destroyed
in the open street, but would be taken away
and disposed of in accordance with the rea-
ronable regulations of the Royal Society
for the Prevention of Cruclty to Animals.
There will not be any wholesale slaughter,
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There has not been in the past and there
will not be now. The hon, member may be
under some misapprehension in respect to
Section 22. That deals more particularly
with the rural areas; it certainly does not
deal with munieipalities. There would not
be enclosed fields, paddocks, or yards, to
any degree, in such places. That provision
has never applied except in rural or semi-
rural areas where these animals, of a
domestic character, are likely to be disturbed
by dogs roaming at large. It would be im-
possible to repeal or abandon that provision,
because of the suffering occasioned to live-
stock—particularly sheep—by dogs. I have
seen terrible examples of such suffering, and
the cause has not been dingoes or dogs of a
wild pattern, but domestic dogs that have
gone haywire., This provision must be re-
tained. It is not proposed to alter Section
29 except by the addition of the words “or
poultry” in order that the pouliry owner
may protect himself in the same manner.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Is this a substitute
for the Vermin Bill?

The MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT: The hon. member chooses to
be humorous, I shall take his remark aec-
cordingly. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Brady, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—STATE TRANSFORT CO-
ORDINATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon, H. 8. Seward—Pingelly) [9.0] in
moving the second reading said: I indicated
earlier in the session an intention to bring
down a Bil] to amend the State Transport
Co-ordination Aet with a view to bringing
all transport under the direction of the
Transport Board and also under the diree-
tion of one Minister. If members will study
the Act they will find that it gives the board
very wide powers with regard to transport.
Section 10 states— .

Subject to this Aet, the Board may of its
own volition, or under the direction of the
Minister shall—

(a) make investigations and inquiries into
transport matters. In making such investiga-
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tions and inquiries the Board shall give con-
sideration, among other factors, to all or any
of the following factors, namely:—
. (i) T_ha question of transport generally
in the light of service to the community;
(ii) The needs of the State for economic
development ;
(iii) The industrial conditions under which
all forma of transport are conducted;

{iv) The impartial and equitable treatment

of all conflicting interests.

(b) Be empowered to demand and obtain
information relating to matters connected with
the internal transport of the State, including
transport eontrolled by the Crown or any ageney
of the Crown. .

The result of any investigation or inquiry
made by the Board shall be reported to the
Minister, and for the purpose of such investi-
gation or inquiry the Board shall have the
powers, authority and protection of a Royal
Commisgion under the Royal Commissioners
Powers Aect, 1928 ., , | .

(c) Consider and determine all applications
for licenses in respect of public vehicles,

(1) Without limiting any of the provisions
of this Act specifying any partieular conditions
the Board may impose on the granting or hold-
ing of a license, determine in respect of any
particular license or group of licenses, what
conditions shall ba imposed on the granting and
holding of the license or licenses or, before
granting any new license, as hereinafter de-
fined, call tenders and invite premiums in any
case where, owing to the importance of the
route or area in which the applieant proposes
to operate, the board considers that the interest
of the public would be best served by calling
tenders.

Section 11 states\—

On the direction of the Minister, the Board
shall, or of its own volition may, inquire and
report whether the services of any railway
or part of a railway or any tramway or any
part of a tramway, are adequaie for the re-
quirements of the distriet or area which such
railway or tramway serves.

Many who have read the State Transport
Co-ordination Aet will agree that the power,
in many instances, has not been used as it
should have been used. In any tenders that
are accepted, the board has power to impose
conditions that the tenderer—

(a) shall provide a minimem service ay
specified by the Board;

(b) provide such minimum serviee for a
minimum time as specified by the Board.
From that it can be seen that the board has
powers wide enough to give it very effective
control over transport in this State. How-
ever, there ig one authority that the board
does not possess and which it is desirable
that it should have; that is control over
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Government-owned transport, In the past
railway and tramway road services have
been established withont any reference to the
Transport Board, That is a weakness which
it is desired to overcome, and provision is
contained in the Bill to bring such services
under the control of the Transport Board.
That means if the Government railways are
desirous of instituting a road service then
the railways must make application to the
Transport Board for permission to do se
and the Transport Board will have to in-
vestigate the matter under the powers it
holds, and make a recommendation to the
Minister as to whether that service should
be permitted or not. Similarly, where any
metropolitan passenger service wishes (o
put in a new omnibus or tramway service,
it must apply to the Transport Board for
permission. That, I think, is essential to
overcome duplications in road transport
services in the ecity.

Through lack of that power in the past,
some Government-owned transport serviees
have been estahlished without any reference
ta the board, thus nullifying any efforts to
prevent duplication. In the past, too, the
State Transport Co-ordination Act has been
used to protect the railways rather than to
spar them on to greater activity to meet the
requirements of the people. When the Act
was first brought inio being some years ago
and motor transport was put on the road,
nothing was done to see that the railways
provided a service which the people were
entitled to expect, and which would be in
keeping with the reguirements of the period.
On many branch lines, unfortunately, we are
using passenger coaches that have been in
operation for the past 50 years instead of
mere up-to-date coaches being used in an
endeavonr to attract passengers rather than
to drive them away.

By hringing this under the control of the
one authority and one Minister it is hoped
to overcome these diffienlties. There is, of
conrse, one weakness in the placing of all
forms' of transport under the one Minis-
ter. Tt will mean that there is one Minis-
ter controlling the Government Tramways,
the Government Railways and the various
branches of privately-owned transport. It
might be contended that there would-be a
leaning by the Minister towards the Gov-
ernment-owned transport service to the
detriment of any other tenderer. To over-
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come that, there js, I think, only one method
and 2 clause has heen inserted in the Bill
providing that when an application for a
new license by or on behalf of the Crown
is made, the Transport Board shall exercise
the powers conferred upon it hy Seetion 10
of the Act. That means that the Transport
Board shall report fully to the Minister on
all aspects of the proposed service. Should
the Minister subsequently depart from the
board’s recommendation, then it will be his
responsibility, and he will have to justify
his action accordingly. However, it does
convey the seeurity that any new applica-
tions by any other owned transport service
will be thoroughly investigated by the hoard
und reported to the Minister.

As previously mentioned the Bill will
bring the ({overnment-owned road transport
services, both as to omnibus and commereial
moods services, under the Transport Board
and make them liable to the fees as pre-
seribed by the hoard. Hitherto Govern-
ment-owned  vehicles, including trolley-
buses, have been exempt from payment
of Transport Board fees with the resnlt

that they did not contribute to the
upkeep of the roads that they wused.
I have not been able to find any

reason why thev should not be so liable but,
in the casp of the trams, they pay for the
maintenance of the tram lines and the road
within 18 inches of each side of the lines.
There is no reason, thercfore, why the tvol-
ley-huses should not pay for the upkeep of
the road lLecanse they practieally travel on
the ome portion of it. Therefore provision
is made for these huses to he liable for
Transport Board fees. However, there is
provision that these Transport Board fees,
or the proportion of them that is distri-
buted, will not ha distributed in exactly the
same manner as other transport fees.

Members will know that license fees are
paid into the State Transport Board’s fund,
and after paying for administrative ex-
penses, superannuation fund econtributions,
and subsidies as in the opinion of the
hoard are necessary or expedient in the in-
terests of public transport, the remainder
with the exception of air fees, shall he
divided and paid out to local authorities for
the maintenance of roads. Subsidies are
usnally paid for transport services in
country distriets or sparsely populated areas
and in later vears us a result of an amend-
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ment to the Act, to subsidise &ir transport
to the North-West.

With the increase of subsidies on trans-
port by air in sparsely settled areas, the
local authorities’ share of these moneys has
been declining, while, of course their ex-
penditure has been inereasing. Speaking
from memory, in the case of the Perth City
Council they received some £3,000 about
two or three years ago, but that has now
heen redneed to something over £6,000 and
the council is naturally coneerned becaunse,
while its fees are decreasing, the cost of
the maintenance of its reads is inereasing
owing to the larger number of vehicles that
are being used. This amendment will be
the means of restoring to the loeal auth-
orities an inereased revenne with whieh to
look after their roads.

Mr. Rodoreda: What basis will be used?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
That is a matter entirely for the Transport
Board. It is able to levy up to six per
cent., It it will he a fair and equitable
fizure.

Ar. Rodoreda: They charge six per cent.
to the private eompanies.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
Yes. Private buses pay six per cent, How-
ever, I think it has been the practice, on
the inauguration of a new sevvice, to charge
about one per cent. until the service be-
comes established and when it has submitted
returns the hoard can raise it to any fizure
up to six per eent. if necessary. To ensore
that the fees received from these (fovern-
ment-owned velieles go to the loeal auth-
orities, and are not used in paying =uhxi-
dies, provision has been made in the Bill
for such fees to he paid into a special ac-
eount and only the proportion of ad-
ministrative charges and superannuation
fund contributions ave to be paid, the re-
maining amount going to loeal authorities.

Tnder the Act the hoard has power to
vary, cancel or add to the conditions of
any omnibus or commercial goods vehicle
license at the request of the owner. Tt
is necessary that the board should have that
power irrespective of the owner, particu-
larly if the term of licenses are extended to
seven years. Very often large sums of money
have to be expended in acquiring vehieles
and it is not possible to earry on and re-
coup that expenditure within a period of
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12 months. Provision is therefore made in
the Bill to give the board power to grant
licenses for up to a period of seven yenrs
and o alteéy, vary or cancel and license.
At present the licenses rup for 12 months
only and must be renewed on the 1st of
July each year. Many omnibus eompanies
will not take the risk of acquiring a fleet
of vehicles that will enable them adequately
to cater for their pairons, because they
are not absolutely certain thai their licenses
will be renewed at the end of that 12
months although where bus companies have
been operating satisfactorily their licenses
have been renewed. However, it is felt that
they should have a greater permanency or
seeurity with their license and that is why
provision is made to grant licenses for a
period of up to seven years. That will give
them an extended term of sceurity of ten-
ure, and thev will be able to ineur an ex-
penditure that will give them a chance ade-
quately to cater for their passengers and
a reasonable time in whieh to recoup them-
selves for such expenditure.

In some of the local authorities around
the City of Perth there are many of these
services in operation, with the result that
sowe loeal anthorities have been ealled npon
to ereet a large number of shelters for bus
patrons. Some of the authorities, however,
are finding it difficult to carry out this work
and the bus companies themselves are un-
willing to do so because thev are granted
n 12 months' license only. Tf thev have a
longer term it is reasenable to suppose that
they may decide to erect some of these shel-
fers.

Another provision seeks to permit eom-
mereial goods vehicles to transport goeds by
road for a distance of 20 miles instead of
15 miles as hitherto. At present they ean
only operate to a distanee of 15 miles from
the G.P.Q., Perth or from the residence of
the owner. The trend of modern policy is
that vond transport should be provided with
a greater volume of short distance traffie in
preference to the railways. In New South
Wales, for instance, the railways will not
take any goeds for transport over a distance
of less than 50 miles from Sydney. Victoria
hag not yet adopted that policy but is con-
sidering it. Possibly the main reason why
that State has not adopted it yet is that
seme large ctntres such as Warragul and
Geelong are within the 50-mile radius, but
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it is quite possible that it will adopt the
policy for a radius of 50 miles or some
such distance, with exemptions.

Representations have been made in this
State to extend the distance to 20 or 25
miles, Qur position is not the same as that
of other States, and it is copsidered desir-
able that goods sheutd be sent by road to near
centres such as, for instance, Armadale in-
stead of their having to be trucked from the
metropolitan goods yards. Under present
eonditions, the goods would bhave to be
loaded or to a motor van and taken to the
Perth goods yards, loaded on to the trucks,
vailed to Armadale, unloaded there to motor
vans and delivered. On the other hand, such
goods, if handled by road transport, would
be in Armadale almost by the time they
conld be trucked to the Perth goods yards.
In the eireumstances, it has been decided to
extend the distance from 15 to 20 miles.

Mr. Brady: Are the railways likely to
run their own road transport?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
No, Private people will engage in that work
and this will leave the railways to handle
long distance trafie for which the system is
more suitable, and that type of’ traffic is
more legitimately theirs. A eclanse is in-
cluded in the Bill that will obviate staging.
That will prevent 8 man from taking goods
by road for a distanee of 20 miles where he
may have an office, then take them on &
further 20 miles where he will have another
office, and so on until he might eventually
reach Albany. If that practice were per-
mitted, the cffect would be to deprive tho
railways of traffic to which they were en-
titled, and the elause will prevent that hap-
penine.  Another provision will permit the
vaoad transport of furniture without the
neeessity of ohtaining a permit. At present,
if anyvone desires to shift furniture from a
country distriet to the city, a permit has to
he obtained. That has often proved irksome
and at times almost impracticable. It has
not been possible to send the furniture down
by rail because of the housing shortage, par-
tieulazly when people have been transferred
from the eountry to the eity.

In these days it is not safe to leave a
house empty in the city for a few days;
if that were done, by the time the person
from the country arrived with his fumiture
he might find someone else in the house. In
the cirenmstances, it is desirable to get the
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furniture down quickly and therefore the
obligation to secure a permit is being dis-
pensed with. I may remark that the Rail-
way Department does not like thig provision
at all, and the authorities elaim that it is
their buosiness and that they should be
allowed to handle it. I am inclined to give
it to road trausport in the hope that it will
stir the railways up to exercise considerably
more care. In the short time I have been in
office, I have received a number of claims re-
garding furniture broken in transport,

If we allow those engaged in road trans-
port to deal with this business, it might in-
duee the railways to exercise greater care in
bandling such goods. It might spur the
railways on to greater efforts to secure the
traffic onee more. That is what I regard as
one of the main objects of the State Trans-
port Co-ordination Aet—the stirring np of
the railways to a proper sense of responsi-
bility in bandling goods, rather than its
application as & means of removing compe-
tition and permitting the old order to con-
tinme. Another matter dealt with in the Bill
ig the anthority to add a clause to the First
Behedule of the Act to extend the exemp-
tions granted, which will be done by regula-
tion.

1 have received applications from apiarists
for the right to take their bees from place
to place just as farmers ¢an transport their
produce frem one centre to another, without
the necessity for any permit. I think that
is quite reasonable, and the effeet of the
amendment in this instance is that instead of
having to bring down an amending Bill to
enable this to be done, the neeessary action
ean be taken by promulgating a regulation.
It is quite possible that other types of
primary production are entitled to similar
facilities,

Mr. Mearshall: Some of the provisions in
the early part of the Bill may be eontrary to
the provisions of the Governmeni Railways
Aect,

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
That is not so. There is a clause in the Bill
selting out that despite any provision in the
Government Railways Aect or the Govern-
ment Tramways Act, those contained in this
Act shall apply. I think that deals with the
point that the hon. member has in mind.

The only other provision I shall mention
is that which will enable representatives of
different departments or their Ministers to
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confer when activities confliet. A similar
provision appears in other Aects, Where
those cuncerned are not able to adjust their
differences, the matfer can be referred to the
Governor, who will determine which is right,
Thess are the main provisions of the Bill.
When I gave consideration to the applica.
tion of the State Transport Co-ordination
Act, T found that those in authority had not
exercised their very wide powers as far as
they eould have, and with these additional
powers there is no reason why the whole
transport system of the State should not be
efficiently carried out by the board, I
move—
That the Bill be now read a sevond time,

On motion by Mr. Marshall, debate ad-
journed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1948-49,
In Commitiee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr. Per-
kins in the Chair.

Vote—FEducation, £1,728475 (partly con-
sidered) :

MR. WILD (Swan) [9.24]: I listened
with great interest to the Minister for Edn-
eation when he ountlined the proposals re-
garding educational facilities for the coming
year. I appreciate that he, probably in com-
mon with all other Ministers for Edueation
throughout Australia, is experiencing great
difficulty regarding the provision of teachers
and new schools. Another difficulty is that
in accordance with our statute the education
of children has been extended to 15 years,
which is an absolute impossibility in view
of the present situation. Two or three years
ago great plans were formulated for the
consolidation of scheols throughout the
country. It was a very highly desirable
proposal but at the moment it appears rather
impossible.

Quite recently a list appeared in “The
Sunday Times” and later in “The West Ans-
tralian,” of the schools where improvements
were beinz carrvied out at the time of publica-
tion, I was very disappoinied to find that
my electorate was not one of those that had
drawn a lucky marble. Nevertheless, quite
a considerable volume of small work has
been carried out in the Swan electorate. I
call at every school in the distriet once or
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twice each term, and from what I have seen
I suppose I must be thankful for small
mercies. I recognise that many other schools,
particularly those in the city, are suffering
greater hardships tlian are those in my area.
Seme alterations have been made there in-
cluding the closing of the Westfield school

and the introduction of a bus serviee to con-

vey the children to Armadale. The closing
of that school has had a very desirable result
seeing that formerly the average class there
was 60, which made the position impossible
from the point of view of both teacher and
pupil, TUnder the new arrangement that
average has been reduced to something in
the vicinity of 45 or 46.

At Gosnells the pupils in the classes com-
_ prise one with 56, two with 48 in each and
one with 58. I respectfully suggest to the
Minister for Edreation that early attention
be wiven to relieving that situation by the
provision of at least one more teacher, I
draw attention t¢ snother feature, When
work is required to be undertaken and
a No. 1 vpriority is secured, it s
easy to get past the Education De-
partment, but the matter then goes to the
Public Works Department. I cannot blame
the latter department so much beeause I
recognise it has a list of works as long as
one’s sym, all requniring attention. I think
the position could be eased considerably if
use were made of private enterprise in the
distriet where a school required attention.

Not so long ago I made representations
on behalf of the Gosnells school for the
grading of the playground. For the past
two years it has been an absolute quagmire.
When I made inquiries, I found that the
work would be about No. 30 on the list of
simtlar applications, and I recognised that
the possibility of having the schoolground
attended to within the next eouple of years
appeared to be negligible. - With the aid of
the Gosnells Road Board and the ¢o-opera-
tion of the Public Works Department, the
hoard carried out the job and today we have
quite a saiisfactory playing area. In the
cirenmstances, I feel that greater use shonld
be made of the plant and machinery that
could be provided by the road board or pri-
vate enterprise within the district coneerned,
so that these small jobs could be earried
out promptly,

Another difficulty concerns the fix-
ing of eleetric points. With the ad-
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vent of visnal edueation, many schools
that weuld like to engage in that
form of training have all the necessary power
available but cannot get the points installed
whereby their cinematographs could be
hooked up to the supply, I know of three
instances in my electorate where they have
been waiting for five months, although they
are on the priority list, for the necessary
electric points, in antieipation of an elee-
trician coming along to do the job.
[ submit that the KEducation DIepartment
should be permitted to make contact with
loeal contractors, who could quite easily do
in two or three weeks the work which it nov
take: five or six months to complete. It
muy Dbe nceessary, of course, for that con-
tact to be made through the Public Works
Department. It is understood that in the
not-too-far-distant future a high schoo]l will
be ereected at Armadale. I draw the Min-
ister’s attention to the fact that therc are
at present large numbers of children who
now travel by bus from Jarrahdale and
Serpentine, leaving home as early as seven
o'clock in the morning and not returhing
until seven at night. I am fully aware that
children in country centres suffer the same
disability,

I helieve that in the Armadale Roleystone,
Jarrahdale and Forrestfield districts there
are some 600 children who come fo Perth
for higher education. Therefore, if the high
school could be erected, much unnecessary
travelling could be saved these children; and,
as I said, there is a sufficient number of
children in the district to warrant a high
school at Armadale. 1 wounld particularly
mention the children of Roleystone, who
come down by bus. Many of them walk
from Karragullen and other places to catch
the bus at Roleysione. They then stand in
the bus all the way to Perth. The journey
ocenpies an hour. They have also to stand
on the return journey. I submit those child-
ren are not in a fit condition, when they
arrive at school in the morning, to receive
the education that is to be imparted to
them. Moreover, when they get home at
night, they are far less able to do their
homework, especially after having had to
stand up for such a long time in the bus.

I suggest to the-Minister, on account of
the lang period that elapses hefore the Pub-
lie Works Department does these jobs, thak
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some liaison should be established hetween
the Education Department—if necessary, as
I said before, through the Public Works
Department—with the local road boards in
whose distriets the schools are sitnated. 1
am certain mueh could be achieved in thaf
way and work would be done in a matter of
two or three weeks that now fakes six to
seven months,

Mr. Nimmo: And cheaper?

Mr. WILD: Yes. I mentioned that child-
ren travelled by train from Armadale to
Perth. 1 am aware it is difficult to super-
vise them in a train with independent car-
riages, but would it not he possible to pro-
vide eorridor earriages? A teacher, or some
other person, could then be placed in charge
of the childven and maintain diseipline dur-
ing the jouruey. I think over 400 children
travel by train from Armadale to Perth. T
do not know what rollingstoek the Railway
Department has available, but it would be
highly desivahle to provide eorridor car-
riages for these childhen, becanse, as I said,
a teacher couid be placed in charge of them
to preserve decorum on the journey.

ME. HOAR (Nelson) {9.33]: I do not
propose to address myself to the general
subjeet of cducation on this Vote; hut I
desire to draw the Minister’s attention to
some of the regulations of the department
in the hope that he might be able, at his
convenience, to redress seme anomalies, and
in sume ecases, injustices, which I helieve
result from at least one of the regulations.
I refer to the secondary school scholarship
regulations.  As members are aware, nnder
this rexulation 50 scholarships are provided
each <vear to enable children to receive a
higher education which will earry them
throngh the Junior examination, and at the
end of five vears, the Leaving examinatinn.
The regulation governing these scholarshigps
reads as follows:—

(3) A
shall—

{a) sit for the examination held in the
vear in which he attaina his twelfth birth-
day;

(b) produce a ceriificate of industry and
good conduct from the headteacher of the
school at which he is aitending when he be-
comes o candidate;

enndidate for these scholarships

(¢} have heen resident in Australia for
at least two years immediately preceding
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the first day of January of the year in
which the suecessful candidates will enter
upon the scholarship,

Whilst this regulation might bave been
applicahle to the conditions then existing—-
I believe it dates back to 1929—it no longer
applies to present conditions, We are fo-
day, as we know full well, endeavouring to
encourage, by immigration, British people
and people from other countries to populate
this State and help us to develop it. Be-
cause of this regulation, however, we find
that children who today are arriving from
England, and who would be eligible to sit
for a similar examination in their own
country, are denied the opportunity in the
country of their adoption. It seems to me
that it is diseouraging to British immigrants
to find that their childhen are denied the
right to sit for an examination here until
they have resided in the State for twe years.

I know of one ehild in my own electorate
who was recently vefused under this regula-
tion. There is no doubt whatever that the
Director of Education was right in the action
he took, because of the regulation I quoted,
but the time has arrived when we
should no longer diseriminate between our
children and children of other eountries,
particularly children from other parts of
the British Empire. They should enjoy the
same cducational facilities as our own child-
ren. 1f the claim is advanced that even in
these days our own children should reccive
prefevential treatment, then the time has
come for us to inerease the number of
scholarships to be made available by the de-
partment each year. It is a retrogressive
step on our part to retain an outmoded,
outdated regmlafion such as this, and T hope
the Minisler will give it his serious con-
sideration.

Regulation No. § (a) of the Secondary
School Scholarship Regulations provides
that one-fifth of the total nnmber of scholar-
ships offered shall be reserved for pupils
from country schools, The remaining four-
fifths are distributed amongst the metro-
politan children, If we study the pepula-
tion irends of the State, we shall find that
approximately half of our children live in
country areas, and consequently the time
has arrived when there shounld be some re-
laxation of this regulation., It should be
brought more into line with present day
conditions and population trends. The policy
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of the present Government, and its predeces-
sors—who incideatally originated it—is to
consolidate schools. Under this regulation,
that policy will, in my opinicn, deny mum-
bers of children in country areas from ever
having the right to sit for an examination
to enfer ome of our secondary sehools. 1
shall quote the regulation—

5 (a) A number of scholarships, not exceed-
ing one-fifth of the total number offered, shall
be reserved for pupils from country schools,
provided that candidates of sufficient merit
present themselves,

(b) A school located outside a radiug of 20

wiles of the Perth Railway Station with net
more than four teachers and not within two
miles of a schoo! with more than four teachers
ghall be deemed a country school for the pur-
poses of this section,
Our present policy of consolidating sehools
results in the closing down of secores of
smal} one and two-teacher schools which have
heen eligible, because they have not four
teachers, to he classed as country schools.
The pupils of such schools would he eligible
to sit for these exnminations. But the mo-
ment the schools are consolidated and there
are four or more teachers, the children are
automatieally debarred from sitting for the
cxamination hecanse of this 1929 regula-
tion. I have heard the member for Murchi-
son complain about the effeet of regula-
tions. In view of what I have said about
these regulations, I consider the Minister
ought to give his personal attention to them
with a view to placing country children on
the same footing as children in the metro-
politan area. At present, most of the coun-
try children are denied the opportunity.
Quite apart from the faet thai the one-fifth
proportion is not a fair deal te the country
children in these days, their opportunities
are further restrieted as a vesult of the
vonsolidation of schools.

Another matter I wish to mention is the
bus services operating in eountry distriets
in order to further the policy of consolida-
tion. Tt is well known that thesa bus ser-
vices for children were started on the hasis
of one shilling per mile for the contraetors.
That was the aceepted figure, which might
have been varied one penny either way.
Thuring the latter part of the war, when the
(iovernment instituted this policy, it was
only too pleased to encourage the eontrae-
tors to put any sovt of vehicle on the road,
for the purpose of bringing childven in to
the larger schools. Consequently, at that
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time we often saw on the roads Army
vehicles converted into some sort of condi-
tion to carry children. Those vehicles eost
perhaps £300 or £400, and in that case 1s.
per mile was a reasonable figure to cover
the outlay. The department’s policy is a
good one inasmuch as it now demands a
hetter type of vehicle, but 1s. per mile is
no longer sufficient to cover the cost.

The Minister for Education: None of
them is now paid 1s. per mile.
Mr. HOAR: 1 realise that., I have

checked the figures. For a bus meeting the
requirements of the department today, the
eutlay is from £1,700 to £2,000.

The Minister for Edueation: Most of
them are now paid 1s. 5d. per mile.

Mr. HOAR: I attended a meeting of ail
the bus-drivers and contractors in my
area, and they agreed unanimously that
not less than 1s. 6d. per mile should be paid
to cover their ontlay. I have figures from
a banking point of view to prove that, in
relation to the deposit that must be paid on
that type of bus.

The Minister for Edueation: Many of
themn tendered at 1s. 4d. or 1s. 5d. a mile.

My, HOAR: That was to maintain what
was already established, bhecause they did
not want to lose the contracts.

The Minister for Eduneation: Thev must
take some responsiblity for that. We are
vory reasonable in meeting them when they
put up a ecase.

Ay, HOAR: The ease is already on the
file, in all its detail, because I put it there
myself. The 1s. 6d. should he the minimum
and not the maximum. The department
should not pay less than that to cover the
outlay and wear and tear on a modern bus.

The Minister for Education: Some of
them do other work apart from the {rans-
port of school children.

Mr. HOAR: I know that, but few of
them do much other work, because they
wish te keep their buses in order.

The Minister for Edueation: They might
not, in vour electorate, but in other places
they do.

Mr. HOAR: There are special difficulties
associated with the hilly country of the
South-West, whieh I think should carry a
higher price per mile than is paid in the flat
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areas of the wheatbelt. I think the mini-
mum should be 1s. 6d., plus any necessary
addition to compensate for difficulties of s
particular area. These buses, running over
country roads, do a {remendous amount of
damage, and the road boards and local gov-
erning authorities are expected to foot the
bill. In seme cases, inspectors of the Edu-
cation Depurtment have denied the right
0f the contractor to transport echildren
over certain roads until the roads have heen
put in order by the loeal authority. I know
ol at least one such case. That throws on
the loeal authorities the responsibility of
striking higher rates in order to find the
money to pay for this (Government service,
which realty should be paid for out of
general revenue. It would be more rea-
sonable for an alloeation of money to he
paid each year for this purpose te the local
authorities, particularly in hilly ecountry
where considerable dumage is done to cul-
verts, and so on, by the passage of school
buses. Some of the roads have been put
into dangerous condition by the heavv traf-
fic of schaol buses and the road boards eon-
eerned are often not in a position to find
the money needed to undertake essential
repairs.

The Minister for Eduesztion: The Main

Roads Board last year distributed £129,000

to road boards, with priority for thoase in
whose areas there were school bus routes.

Mr. HOAR: Not much of it went to my
clectorate.

The Minister for Edueation: I believe
£1,000 went to every board whose roads in-
c¢luded a school bus route.

Mr. HOAR: That is news to me. I have
been informed by the Manjimup Road
Board that from time to time it has been
nnable to keep pace with repairs out of
its own funds. If what the Minister says
is correct, that is a step in the right direc-
tion. T trust I have given the Minister
some information of value, and in particu-
lar with regard to the secondary school
scholarships T would like him to give the
matter his personal attention.

MR. MANN (Beverley) [9.50]: T feel
that I must adopt a different role tonight
and congratulate the Minister for Educa-
tion on the good work he has done. T be-
lieve in giving praise where it is due. I
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realise that the Minister has done an exeel-
lent job, particularly in the case of the new
Quairading school, which is one of the most
modern in Western Australia. He has im-
plemented much of the policy of the pre-
vions Government, and it must be agreed
that thé consolidation of schools is an ex-
cellent iden. We will go a long way before
we get a better man for the job than is the
present Minister for Edueation, and, com-
ing from me, that is praise indeed. I thank
the Minister for what he has done on he-
half of the whole State. He has shown no
party bias but has done his work with com-
plete impartiality. The approval of the
department for school buildings is some-
times obtained, and then it is impossible
for the architect to handle them.. Mr.
Clare, the Chief Architect, is a most cap-
able officer, but he is overburdened with
work. This causes delay in the school build-
ing programme,

The problem today is not so much to get
a builder willing to do the work in country
districts as to get an architeet for the job.
I am wondering how long Mr. Clare will
be abhle to stand up to the strain under
which he is at present working. Assistanee
should be given in that department. Al-
though many road boards are inereasing
their rates considerably, they are unable to
do all the urgent work, and men will not
tender for school bus routes when they
know that high-priced buses will be ruined
in three or four years by the bad roads. In
the case of some of the school bus routes
that will be reasonably permanent, it might
be possible to use the ribbon system of
bitaminising—two straight lines of bita-
men. At present, some children are being
carried up te 60 or 70 miles per day on
schoo] buses, and something will have to be
done about the roads.

If conditions remain as they are at pre-
sent, in a few years the shortage of buses
wil] hecome gente. Country people today
are enthosiastically supporting the policy
of the Government with regard to the eon-
solidation of schools. A few years ago, the
mere mention of a bus service to bring
children to a central school would have
horrified many people, but today they are
able to appreciate the benefits of that sys-
tem. In that regard, the policy of the pre-
vipus Government has been proved to be
good and the department has continued to
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implement that policy with exeellent effect
under the direction of the present Minister.
We are fortunate in our Eduecation Depari-
ment officers, who are all keen to help in
every way, I will not diseuss any extreme
views that some teachers may hold but
rather would I pay a tribute to the Minister
and his department for the great job they
are doing for the State.

MR. BODOREDA (Roebourne) [9.55]: I
am going to mention several matters of
great inferest to me, and I hope the Min-
ister will refer to them when replying to
the debate. So far, I have written to two
Ministers for Edueation, the present Min-
ister and his predecessor, with regard to one
matter, but have received no reply. Ad-
mittedly, the letter I wrote to the previous
Minister was forwarded only a short time
before he left office. In those letters I re-
ferred to the question of the correspondence
supervision allowance, which was introduced
by the previous Government. The amount
of that allowance has been added to by
the present administration. I was given to
understand that the poliey of the previous
Government was that the allowance should
be paid to all parents who had children do-
iny eorrespondence lessons, and I think that
principle should apply, at least in the North-
West of the State, with no strings at ail
attached to it. Unfortunately, we find that
when the Education Department got hold
of the arrangement, they tied strings to it
and the only people now eligible {o receive
the supervision allowance are those who em-
ploy someone to teach their children.

The Minister for Edueation: It is not
necessary for them to employ anyone.

Mr. RODOREDA: They must employ
someone, either to teach the children or to
do the mother’s work in the house while she
does the teaching. That is the arrangement
as I understand it, and to my mind that
defeals the objective of making the allow-
ance,

The Minister for Education: What was
the ohjective?

Mr. RODOREDA : From what I was told
by the man who formulated the seheme, I
p'rosume the objective was lo Tecompense
the mother for the trouble to which she is
put in teaching her children in addition to
doing her housework. This correspondence
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school work takes up the bulk of a mother'
time. I have been interested in the syster
since its inception, and am well aware o
what it involves. The mothers quite rightl
expect to receive some reward for the grea
deal of extra trouble to which they are pul
The posiion now is that only those wh
can afford to employ someone to teach thei
children or take over the mother's work il
the house are granted the allowance.
Those most deserving of it are peopl
who cannot afford to pay for assistance i
the home, and in the North-West man
people, even though they could afford assis
tance, cannot obtain it. The result of it a
is that in faet many people who should no
receive the allowance are getting it, whil
people working on stations in the North
West as managers or overseers, with no hop
of employing assistance in the home, do nc
recetve the allowance. That applies to al
most all classes of workers. I hope the Min

. ister will give the matter consideration an

endeavour to formulate a scheme by mean
of which all the people of the North-Wes
whose children are being tanght by the cot
respondence system, will be paid this allow
anece. For about 15 years I have been try
ing without suecess to have a residence prc
vided for the school teacher at Onslow,
believe that is the only settlement on th
coast where no residence is provided for th
teacher. Until recently this meant ths
a single man or girl had to be sent t
that township to teach, and had of necessit;
to stay at the hotel. That is not at all
desirable state of affairs. If there were .
residence a married teacher would be sen
there as would happen in most other dis
tricts, but it is practically impossible for :
teacher to go to Onslow becanse there s n
house provided.

At the moment there is an exeeptionall:
capable teacher at Onslow and he is for
tunate in ocenpying a honse which wa
recently vaeated by a police officer who hay
been transferred from the district. Th
teacher is now living in that house with hi
wife and children but if it is decided ¢
send anoiher police officer there, which 1
guite probable in the near future, the teache
will have no option but to live with hi
wife and family at the hote! or else obtail
a transfer to another centre. While I realis
it is rather hopeless to get a building erecte:
under present eircumstanees, I think tha



2504

if the Minister made inquiries he might be
able to purchase a building situated near the
school at Ooslow which would provide guite
o desirable type of residence.

MR. BRADY (Guildford-Midland) [9.59]:

There are several matters which have been
brought to my notice. In the first place,
the school sites committee, of which I under-
stand one of the Edueation Department offi-
vers is & member, recent]y decided on what
it considers is a suitable area for a school,
1 have here a letter reecently written by Mr.
0'Mahoney, Chief Administrative Officer of
the Education Department, to Miss E. H,
Hooten, Hon. Secretary of the W.A. Federa-
tion of Parents & Citizens’ Associations,
which reads—

T am in receipt of your letter of 14th Feb-
vuary and thank you for furnishing the list
of hranches of the Parents & Citizens’ Asso-
ciation. In reply te Mr. Corboy’s inquiry, I
have to advise you that the ruling coneerning
areas necessary for school sites was given by

the School Sites Committee at a meeting of
the committee held on 20th August, 1948.

The ruling is as follows:—

The minimum area requirements for school
gites nre—

Primary schools .. 5 aecrey
High schools 10 acres
Aren schools 20 acres

In regard to that rnling, I received a protest
from the Midland and Distriet Couneil of the

Parents & C(itizens’ Associations on these
lines—

At the last meeting of the above council
the following resolution was carried: That we
pretest against area 10 acres considered auitable
for high school§ as we consider that a high
school requires at least two football grounds,
14 aeres approximately, two hockey grounds
6 acres approximately, tennis courts, four
vourts to 5 acres approximately, and provision
made for all sports.

This motion was the result of a discussion
on the enclosed letter from the Edueation De-
partment and speaks for itself. The above
couneil ia very concerned with the position and
would like every endeavour made to see that
this latest decision of the department is altered
to conform more with the wishes of the parents
anil citizens in this distriet,

I am in aceord with the contents of that
letter. Quite close to where I am at present
residing I believe a site has been chosen for
a high school. I understand the maximum
area available is 11 acres. In my ¢pinion,
although the area might be suitable for a
primary school, it is totally unsuitable for
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a high school. The ground is undulating,
quite boggy, and there is very little fiat
country whereon any sports, which may be
conducted by the school, could be played.
I believe that in this State and, in faet, in
Australia as a whole, we are entering inta
a new phase of education.

The public generally are beginning to
realise the value of edueation and the value
of being associated with schools afier school
leaving age., Apart from that, there are
quite a numher of sporting activities which
are now followed hut which did not create
any interest in the early days of education.
If we consider the matter for a moment, any
school-—and it may he a high sehool—can
allow only two teams ont of 300 children to
play on a ground of an area of 4% acres.
If o larger area than 10 seres is not pro-
vided then I ecan see, in a few years, quite
a number of protests coming from high and
other schools because of the lack of playing
space. We are entering into a new phase
of edueation in Western Australia. By that
I mean that Pavents & Cilizens’ Associn-
tions are taking a keen interest in the after-
school aetivities and also in the existing work
of the sehools.

I recently attended a Parents and Citizens’
Association meeting where not only were
adulis present hut also a number of young
people who had just left schaol. They were
encouraged to come back to the sechool and
avail themselves of a library scheme pro-
vided for them and also to interest them-
selves in the activities of the Parents and
Citizens’ Association generally. I listened
the other evening to a member who spoke
of the sectivity of the Como Parents and
Citizens’ Association in that it had built a
hall in the school grounds. If we think a
few years ahead we will realise that these
associations will be clamouring for new halls
in other school grounds, and extra spaee will
be required for sporting needs. In addition,
we may have requests for hostels to be built
in the sehool distriets, I feel the time ix
cpportune to take up larger areas for schools
while land iz cheap.

We all know that population is flocking
into the State in considerable numbers, com-
prising both adults and children, and that
will impose a big strain on existing schools,
Whilst ground is rvelatively cheap in the
vicinity of schools at present, bigger areas
should be resumed and even if they are not
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used for edueational purposes they could
quite easily be vnsed for other objects. We
de not know how far visual education will
progress, In a few years I ean see that
there may be an agitation by Parents and
Citizens' Associations for the ereetion of
proper halls for visual edncation, The exisi-
ing schools are not built for einematographic
purposes and visual education generally, and
in a short time proper halls and facilities
adjoining schools will be required. It is
necessary that all these things should be
centralised in onme cducational aren in the
various distriets.

Another matter I wish to raise is the
sending of young girls into the country
districts as teachers. We have heard a
number ‘of complaints about young
people leaving school after a great
deal of money has been spent on them, and
I will now mention one of the reasons why
they leave the country areas. Recenily a
young lady teacher was sent o a country
distriet and she found that the only aceom-
modation available was at a hotel where she
had to pay three guineas n week for board and
lodging. As the member for Reebourne has
pointed out, a hotel is not a sunitable place
for a2 young lady to reside in hecause of the
lack of soecinl amenities and facilities for
after school studies. This young lady, after
much trouble was able to locate a local
family who were gocd enough to take her
in. Imagine her surprise when, after get-
ling settled there she was told she was to
be transferred almost immediately to an-
other eountry district not more than 200
miles distant. The young lady could see
herself going through the same difficulties
again and she did contemplate resigning.
Fortunately, commonsense prevailed with
the offigers of the department and it was
agreed that she should remain after a num-
ber of people had interested themselves in
her case, Such sitwations should not oceur
because young people today are already ex-
periencing enough difficulties, This sort of
thing has been going on long enough and it
should not require half a dozen people to
obviate it,

I am pleased to see the Minister is en-
couraging visual cducation and I hope that
policy will be continued, I also hope that
one phase of visnal education will be foster-
ed which, so far as I am aware, has not
been encouraged by the depariment to date.
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I refer to the provision of “Safety First”
films for children, Unfortunately, in these
days a lot of children do not realise the
dangers which may beset them whilst they
are going to school, on foot, riding bicycles
or travelling in trains or buses, I believe
that “Safety First” films would make the
children realise some of the dangers that
exist. If the Minister will consider the
matter for a moment he will realise the
value of introducing such films into the
visnal edueational <cheme,

Regarding the erection of the Midland
and Disiriets High School, which I, like
other members am anxious to see built in
Midland Junction, it distresses me to see
the number of ecormmercial and industrial
concerns of huge dimensions that are ecreet-
ing structures in the metropolitan area
whilst the building of important edifices
sach as hospitals and schools is being
neglected. Midland Junction, I understand,
was promised a high school before the war.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Fremantle
promised one fifteen years ago.

Mr. BRADY: I think Midland Junction
was promised one 20 years ago, but Fre-
mantle got in first. I have recently heen
told that Midland Junection is to get an in-
fants’ school, but in fact, we require two
infants' schools and a high school. I am
concerned as to what the feeling will be in
the near future if something is not done to
provide a high schoel. It is strange that
industrial and commereial firms in Perth can
erect buildings of huge dimensions while
suech schools are negleeted, What is more
strange is that the brieks for the construetion
of buildings for industrial establishments
are being carried to Perth from a site with-
in a mile of Midland Junction. It is also
strange that while bricks are being carried
out of the Midland Junction area, weather-
boards, asbestos sheets, plaster sheeting ete.,
are being transported from Perth to Mid-
land Junetion.

Mr. May: That is overlapping,

Mr. BRADY: That is an unnecessary
overlapping. At an early date T hope the
Minister will be able to announce that a
high school has been decided upon for Mid-
land Junction and that early consideration
will be given to the provision of larger
areas for the various sehools, whether it be
a primary school, a high school or other-

was
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wise. I feel that we must take a long-range
view, because in 20 years’ time land that
ean now be bought for a pound or two
will cost £5, £10, and £15 an acre in a few
years. We will require all those grounds
because of the great influx of population
to this State.

MR. ACKLAND (Irwin-Mpore) [10.13]:
I listened with considerable interest and
great satisfaction to the Minister for Educa-
tion when introdueing his Estimates and I
congratulate him and the Government upon
the great progress that has been made dur-
ing the past twelve months. The Minister
told us that more progress had been made
in edueation during the year than in any
other similar period in the history of the
State. 1 believe that to be s fact, but it is
only what should be expected becanse, on the
hustings, members of the present Cabinet
promised that, if returned to office, they
would provide more and better schools, train
more teachers, make more facilities avail-
able and step up education generally
thronghout the State, not forgetting the
children in the outhack areas.

Anyone who listened atfentively to the
Minister must admit that this has been done.
T am of opinion that it was, fo say the least,
very ungenerous on the part of the former
Minister for Education to speak immediately
afterwards and do his utmost to depreciate
the good work that has been done. I hope
that before the debaie concludes, figures
quoted in that speech will be corrected be-
vanse some of them appeared to me to be
very wesk,

Before the last eleetion I had oceasion
to visit every school in my electorate, and
though T was conversant with the eonditions
at many of them, I was surprised to find
the poor state of the buildings, the general
overcrowding and the teaching of children
being earried on in all sorts of improvised
places, Nobody would blame the previous
Government for not having provided facili-
ties during the war years. Anyone with a
desire to be fair would agree that it was
yracticolly impossible during that time to
mee requirements. 1 do not believe that
the conditions in my electorate, however,
Wiffer mueh from those in other districts,
and the state of educational facilities in my
electorate Tevealed the neglect not of six
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years but of a period nearer to 20 years.
Previous Governments had neglocted edu-
cational requirements, particularly in the
country distriets, for a very long period
indeed, and it is all the more gratifying
that in the short space of time this Govern-
ment has bheen in power, it should have ae-
complished so much.

In my electorate I found very many
vacant and deserted schools. The statement
has been made that I have criticised the
policy of consolidating country schools. That
is not a fact. I have criticised the consoli-
dation of schools and the bringing of child-
ren to already over-crowded schools before
facilities were provided for their accom-
modation. In various centres in my elec-
torate, schools were spread over three or
four buildings in the town because bus ser-
vices had been inangurated to bring child-
ren in from surrounding distriets without
provision having heen made for their ac-
commodation.

Halls, shops, verandahs and buildings that
were never intended for educational pur-
poses were being used, places where children
could not be given reasonable education and
where it was unfair to ask the teaching
staff to work. Y approve of consolidated
schools. I believe they represent a very good
move, but I say this policy should be put
into effect when buildings are available. 14
is quite wrong to have little country schools
empty and deserted while children from
those parts are heing conveyed to larger
schools that cannot accommodate them.

On more than one ocrcasion the Minister
has stated his intention to deal with the most
serious and most deserving cases—rases
where the greatest hardship was heing en-
eountered—hefore dealing with the larger
schools, and 1 think he has done that partieu-
larly in my area, We have places such as Mil-
ing, Pithara, Ballidu and Cadoux where con-
ditions have been improved and I give credit
for the improvement at Cadoux to the pre-
vions Government whick had authorised the
work. I understand the previous Govern-
ment had authorised an expenditure of
£2,300 to provide school facilities at that
small eentre. Today we have a school
there which was opened in the last fort-
night and which cost a little over £4,000,
I understand it i1s serving the children well
and giving much satisfaetion.
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I do not want the Minister to run away
with the idea that, because those things
bave been done, all that is necessary has
been accomplished. We have several other
schools in the distriet, at Dalwallinu,
Moora and Watheroo, every one of which
is overcrowded and has to provide accom-
modation outside the building, At Wongan
Hills the children are accommodated all
over the town in improvised buildings, one
of which is 30 chains away from the
school. It is impossible for the headmaster
to Jook after the children and assist the
junior teachers under such eonditions. I
hope that the Minister will give me an as-
surance that something will be done to im-
prove the conditions at the centres I have
mentioned.  'With consolidated schools
should go provision for boarding accommo-
dation.

It would be far betfer for the Govern-
ment to encourage local governing authori-
ties, parents and citizens’ assoeiations and
similar orgenisations to provide boarding
facilities for country children. We have a
notable example of what ean be acecom-
plished in this way at I{oorda. That is not
in my electorate, but in the electorate of
the member for Mt. Marshall. At Dalwal-
linu the people have converled existing
buildings and Army huts into suitable
. boarding establishments for children, who
are catered for at a reasonable cost to the
parents during the school days of the week.
I am certain it would be far better for the
Government to assist snch organisations,
where necessary, even to the exteni of mak-
ing them a subsidy, than to build boarding-
houses at centres such as I have mentioned.

The 2im of the Eduveation Deparimeni
should be to provide proper hoarding faeili-
ties for school children. I am aware there
aere many other matters thal should first
claim the attention of the department, but
this is one of great importance. If te
children are living together under <con-
ditions such as I have indicated, it will be
of considerable help to them. I would also
like the Minister to give attention to the
provision of an agricultural school for the
wheatbelt areas. We have already two fine
institutions, one at Narrogin which is pro-
viding agrienltural education for the child-
ren of the Great Southern district. At Den-
mark we have another sehool catering for
the dairying section of onr primary prodne-
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tion, [We have no schools, however, ir
which children can be taught in the wheat
growing and sheep growing districis. Wi
must bear in mind that it is from thos:
distriets that the State iz receiving a grea
deal of wealth. I ask the Minister to give
consideration to the provision of such &
sehool north of the East-West railway, Thal
is where the greater part of the wheat ol
the State is grown.

Without wishing to he parochial, T ask the
Minister to give consideration to providing
such a school at the light lands farm at Won-
gan Hills. That institution is doing o grea!
deal for the light lands of the State. As wi
have so many million acres of this type of
country still unimproved, it seems to me tha)
the big reserve at the light Jands farm conl¢
be used for the establishment of an agricul
tural school.. The member for Wagin ha:
suggested to me that we already have sucl
an institution at Muresk. That is not th
case, Muresk is an agricultural college
something totally different. I would not ask
any Government to duplicate that eollege, I
necessary, it eould be extended. It would by
better to enlarge the existing facilities anc
not separate them in different parts of thi
State, becanse when it comes to bigher agri
culture the principle applies no matter ir
what distriet or what State or country a per
son may be.

Although the principle of econsolidate
sehools is a fine one, I would ask the Minis
ter to consult with the people in the variow
distriets where small schools are situaied be
fore compelling the children to attend a con
solidated sebool. I know of three centre
where the community spirit is very strong
and where there is adequate aceommodatior
for the children. Whilst the children are it
the junior classes, it is far better that thej
should be attending schools in their own dis
tricts. Later, when they are older, the)
can attend the high schools where boarding
facilities would be provided for them. Thert
are many places in the State—three in whiel
I am vitally interested—where the people
will strongly oppose the closing of thein
schoois and the moving of their childrer
into bigger centres, whether by bus or othe;
means. 1 hope the Minister will give svmq
eonsideration to the feelings of those people
Finally, T want again to congratulate the
Government on what it has done for eduea
tion during the short period it has been ix
office. I agree with the Minister entirely
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when he says that we have made the greatest
progress in education during the Sfate’s
history.

[3r. Brand took the Chair.]

MBE. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [10.31]:
From the number of members who have
spoken on this Vote, the Government will
obtain some idea of the growing importance
that they attach to the department. I be-
lieve the greater interest taken by members
of Parliament in educational matters is a
reflection of the inereased interest being
taken in this activity by the general public.
Any statement made by a Minister, a mem-
ber of Parliament or anyone holding a re-
sponsible position in connection with educa-
tion is very carefully digested by the people.
It is because statements were made here the
other night when we were discussing this
department that I particularly address my-
self to the subject now. I refer to the re-
marks of the member for North-East Fre-
mantle in regard to the inclusion of the
living away from home allowance to child-
ren in Class IV school areas. Tt would ap-
pear from the statement of the hon. member
that in extending the benefits to those child-
ren the Government was actually deing the
distriets n disservice. I am eoncerned in
this regard because I have unstintingly
lauded the Government for what I consider
to be n penerous and wise action on its part,
and 1 still stand where 1 stood prier to the
remarks of the hon. member to whom T
have referred.

I agree that the number of children who
could attend a Class IV school would pos-
sibly be redueced heeanse of the fact that
some are eneouraged to go outside their
district to attend a school, and obtain the
living away from home allowance. But I
do not sec that the school would be handi-
capped, beeause the department is undouhi-
edly aware of the bome address of every one
of those children. I see this position aris-
ing: If in a district the number of children
receiving the living away from home allow-
ance weve such that their attendance would
affect the sehool by enabling it to he raised
to a higher standard, then undoubtedly the
department must and would raise the
standard.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: No, it would nof.

Mr. LESLIE: T am oot prepared ta de-
bate the point with the hon. member because

(ASSEMBLY.]

1 have greater faith in the commonsense
of the officers of the department than he
apparently has.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: A school is classified
on the average attendance over 12 months;
not the supposed attendance.

Mr, LESLIE: T am prepared to agree
that that is so, and the possible attendance
rmay not in the past have been taken info
consideration. But wo ean anticipate that
we are progressing heyond the stage when
we were guided by mere formalities. I
caunnot conceive of any department being
content to pay out considerable sums of
money by way of living away from home
allowances when there is no necessity to
do so.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Can yon imagine any
Minister for Education withdrawing, in the
middle of the year, the allowanee for child-
ren who were already receiving it?

Mr. LESLIE: I cannot imagine the Edu-
cation Department raising the elass of a
school in the middle of the year, either.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: That has been done.

Mr. LESLIE: Possibly, where circum-
stanees have been, well, not ordinary, Tt
would happen in exceptional eircumstaneces,
and I think that if the Minister then thought
the number of children in a district, receiv-
ing the living away from home allowance
would justify the school being raised in
standard, some arrangement would be made
for that to be done. If he withdrew the
allowance, the people would know they would
have the children the following vear. The
main thing is this, that every echild must
be accounted a little more as an individual
than merely a2 member of a group. The
children of these distriets are not bheing de-
prived of anything worth while by this;
everyone is getling a better edueation than
he would obtain if we abided by something
which in the past has heen, I think, decided
more on parsimonious lines than a desire
to do the greatest good for the greatest
number.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin:
wrong,

Mr. LESLIE: T am guided by the facts
as they stand.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is done upon the
advice of officers whose business it is to
consider these matters,

That is definitely
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Mr. LESLIE: I eannot argue that point,
and T do not propose to do so, in regard to
the qualifieations of those officers, their vision
and their outlook. They must to some ex-
tent still be advising the Government, but
the Government indicates to them its desires,
and that is how a ecireumstance like this is
brought about. I have given the Govern-
ment considerable praise for the action it
has taken in this connection, and 1 do not
for one moment consider that either I or
the (Government has done the wrong thing.
I would not like the impression to be gained,
in my distriet at any rate, that the wrong
thing had been done. So I mention the
matter here to put it right, I am quite satis-
fied that the member for North-East Tre-
mantle eould have placed the matter in a
different light if it were not for his ungent
desire to pieck on any possible point with
which to assail the present Minister,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Of course, that is not
true.

Mr. LESLIE: I am not sure whether the
medical examination of school children comes
within the ambit of the present discussion,
but I feel that it does because we are dealing
with schools and school children. There has
heen—I speak only for my own electorate—
some activity in the dental examination of
children, but it has not been enough.

The Minister for Eduncation: We are at
present trying to get four more dentists
from oversea,

Mr, LESLIE: I am glad to know that the
Minister is alive to the faect that the pre-
sent position is not satisfaetory. I am con-
cerned that more attention should be given
to the examination of eyesight in our sehools.
I am sure the member for North-East Fre-
mantle, or anyone else with a knowledge of
edueation, will agree that defective eyesight
ean play a bigger part than almost any other
physical defect in limiting the progress of a
child’s education. The child may suffer from
somea sight defect unknown to it or to its
parents and the defect may be such ag ean
he detected only by an expert. Even the
ordinary medical practitioner might not be
able to find it. T believe the eyesight of our
children should be given a more thorough
examination than can be given by the ordin-
ary medical officer who makes the routire
inspection of our sehools.
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I ask the Government to investigate the
possibility of ineluding an eye speeialis!
among its itinerant medical examiners. T
may not be necessary to go to the extent of
engaging a highly qualified man, but ther
should be many in this State, with a know
ledge of that work over and ahove that ol
the average medical practitioner, whose ser.
vices would be valuable in this connection
Surely such a man could be engaged, even i
only for a portion of the year. The Minis
ter referred to the diffienlty that iz eaused
by the separation of the Departments of
Education and Werks, and the Treasury. Ti
that diffienlty persists the Minister bas nc
one but himself to blame, and I have ubso.
lutely no sympathy for him.

No less than three years ago I stated i
this Chamber that it was time a new systemw
was instituted—I knew only of the delay:
that ocecur due to the necessity for going
from one department to the other—in ordes
to overcome the difficulty. I know that very
often the Education Department loses sigh!
of its recommendations entirely while they
are being passed back and forth between th
Treasury and the Public Works Department
It is high time that the Edncation Depart.
ment—the Health Department also for thal
matter—had its own works department
Surely officers of the Eduecation Departmenl
have a better knowledge of whai is requirad
for eduncational purposes than bhas ao
engineer who is eoncerned solely with stresses
and strains. They know much more aboul
the requirements of hygiene and convenience
in new school buildings or ol additions, and
extensions to schools, which al present seem
to be matters for draftsmen and architeets io
the Public Works Department,

The average housewife knows what she
wants in her home. She is prepared to he
guided on the technical side by the specialist,
but she is well aware of what she requires,
and that applies equally to officers and ex-
perts of the Education Department. It is
high time we departed from the established
prineiple of laying down standards for
building to be applied right from the North.
West to the southern coast, regardless of
elimatic conditions or any other considera-
tion. I have no sympathy for the Minister
in any difficulties he may have in this regard,
because he should by now have been able to
inform members that he bhad established a
works department of his own to deal with
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the building activities of his department.
Perhaps the Minister shonld read what I
snid in this regard three years ago.

The Minister for Edueation: What mate-
rials would you use for building today?

Mr. LESLIE: I cannot advise the Minister
in that regard, but it would be of some en-
vouragement if the Minister could say he
wag looking round to see what eould be done
in this direction,

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Is not the house-
wife in the same relationship to the architect
and builder as the Education Department is
to the Principal Architect and the Publie
Works Department ¢

The Minister for Edueation: I will make
the hon. member understand that later on,

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: That will save me
the trouble of doing it.

Mr., LESLIE: XNo one blames the pre-
vious Government for the jposition that
exists today, so far as it is due to diffi-
culties (hat arose doring the war, I agree
with the member for Irwin-Moore that the
present state of affairs would never have
arisen were it not for the fact that the
limitations of the war period aggravated
a position that had already become very
bad.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: We could not do
anything during the depression.

Mr. LESLIE: There was a c¢onsiderable
lapse of years between the depression and
the war.

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: Was fhere?

Mr. LESLIE: A period of at least six
years. The depression and the war years
were two very fortunate factors for the
previous Government, which used them as
an excuse— -

Mr. Kelly: Surely there were also the
shortage of materials and labour, and the
40-hour week?

Mr. LESLIE: Members on the then
opposition side of the Chamber were as
muech aware—perhaps nof fo the same
degree—as were members on the Govern-
ment side of all the shortages, but unfor-
tunately we were not told of what the then
Government was attempting to do to over-
come the difficulties that existed, and we
saw no indication of its intentions.

My. Marshall: You are as blind as a bat.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LESLIE: I do admit that the short-
ages are there but at least this Govera-
ment is attempting to do something about
them, and that is the essential difference
between the two administrations.

Mr. Marshall: Tt has never attempted to
do anything but follow the policies laid
down for it by the previous Government.

Mr. LESLIE: I have in front of me a
file laid on the Table of the House this
session in reply to questions asked by the
member for North-East Fremantle in con-
nection with the erection of school build-
ings by this Government. After hearing the
hon. member the other evening I referred
to the file. When the hon. member was
speaking I was rather intrigued and thought
that T had done a wonderful job becaunse
seven of the buildings referred to had heen
erected in my electorate.

Hon., A. R. G. Hawke: Seven what?

Mr. LESLIE: New additions and exten-
sions to schools. I considered that seven
out of a total of 43 was a darned good
average.

Mr. May: No wonder we're short!

Mr. LESLIE: In order to make certain,
I decided to look up the file to check
the figures. I intended to go out to my
electorate in order to tell my people
what a wonderful job the Government was
doing, and how well the electorate had
been looked after by having seven out of
43 of the buildings erected in it. Unfortu-
nately I fonnd that the member for North-
Enst Fremantle had miscounted by 25, and
the number of additions and new buildings
was 68, '

Hon. J. T, Tonkin: That is a lot of non-
sense.

Mr. LESLIE: YWhen the hon. member was
speaking and referring to this list, the Min-
ister for Edueation, by interjection, said
‘‘How many’’ or words to that effect. The
hon, member replied stating that there were
about 43 and the Minister then said **That
is not all on the list.”” That is what in-
trigned me, and on looking at the file 1
found that there were 68,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: There were 68 what?

Mr. LESLIE: There were A8 school build-
ings in the eourse of erection or whatever

the hon. member was referring to when he
stated that the number was 43.
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Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You are adding two
columng together,

Mr, LESLIE: ¥ am not. On looking at
the file I found that my balloon had been
pricked because T had only seven out of 68.
One of them was the Goomalling school
which the member for North-East Fremantie
will undoubtedly remember. That school
was one mentioned in the Policy speech of
the Leader of the Country and Democratie
League who is now the Minister for Edueca-
tion,

Hou. A. R, G, Hawke:
that is right,

Mr, LESLIE: He referred fo it in my
presence, In & eomparatively short time
that difficulty was overcome. I have intro-
duced deputations, rvead letters and made
speeches in this House on the subject during
the term of the previous Government, and
within a short time of this Government tak-
ing over the difficulty was overcome. We
have not got all we want there yet, I wounld
remind the Minister, in case he should be-
come complacent,

The Minister for Eduecation:
never he satisfied.

Mr. LESLIE:. However, something was
-done, T offer that as evidence that something
hag been achieved.

Mr. Hegney: Did you have a look?

Mr. Graham interjected.

Mr. LESLIE : Had the hon. member given
me mnotice of that question I would have
directed him to copies of “Hansard” and
correspondence which would give him an
idea of how much I looked at it. Neverthe-
less I do want to refer to the faot that I
bhave in my electorate seven schools which
were all in difficulties and were badly in need
of sttention, and which came uvnder this
Government's construction programme,

Mr, Kelly: You got far more than your
share, .

Mr. LESLIE: No, T did nol.

Mr, Kelly: You did, \

Mr, LESLIE: I got what was necessary
and in some cases T may have got something
which jg less than I might have had I
been prepared to wait a little while longer.

The CHAIRMAN:
must address the Chair,

I do not think

You will

The hon. member
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Mr. LESLIE: I am attempting to do ¢
Mr. Chairman, and if members will let me—

Mr. Yates: How many schools have yo
in your electorate?

Mr, LESLIE: About 40.

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest that the
hon. member ignore the interjections ant
make some progress towards finality witl
his speech.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!

Mr, LESLIE: 1T intend to leave tha
guestion becanse I have satisfied the Com
mittee on the point, However, I wish t
take this opportunity of saying to the Min
ister that T do apprecinte what has bee
done for edueation in my electorate, but i
my opinion some of the buildings are tem
porary measures only.

Hon, J. T. Tenkin: Are not there build
ings listed on the file which have not ye
been commenced?

Hon. A. R, G, Hawke:
know,

Mr. Kelly: You
analysis of the figures,

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: You had bette
read the list.

Mr, LESLIE: I do not intend to read th
list.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. May: I think you should read it.

Mr, LESLIE: I think members are try
ing to get me off my high sehoo] and I d
not intend to be put off in that way. T
the Minister will look at the files he wil
find that Wyalkatchem had a fairly higl
priority for a high school, I think the mem
ber for North-East Fremantle, who is th
ex-Minister for Edueation, will bear out m;
contention that Wyalkatehem enjoyed
high priority on the list for the construe
tion of a post-war jumior high school.
suggest to the present Minister that fa
from its having been lowered on the list, i
should be put further up becaunse of th
development which has taken place in th
district. A npumber of children have heel
added to the school, there are a number of
prospective children to be added to it, an
there are s number of prospective childrer
coming into the distriet. That should justif:
the school being placed on a higher priority

Mr. May: It will be scrubbed altogether

He would no

have not given a
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Mr. LESIIE: T am satisfied that it is
impossible for it to he serubbed, becanse to
seruh it would be a definite injustice. I am
hoping that when the Government does com-
mence with the junior high sehool pro-
gramme—although I agree with the necessity
for primary schools and that they should
have first priority—the Wyalkatchem dis-
trict will get consideration becanse both my-
self and the people in my electorate are
most concerned and we are anticipating that
the school will be not less than third on the
list.

HON. J. B, SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[10.59]: T would like to say a word or two
before the Education Estimates are passed.
There has been a lot said about high schools
during the debate and my Johnny-come-
lately friend from Mt. Marshall has had a
{ot to say about a high school in his distriet.
In my distriet we have been promised one
for 19 vears. We received a definite pro-
mixe and still nothing has been done. I do
not intend to blame this Government but I
am going to hlame a Government of the
same colonr, and that is the Mitchell-Latham
iovernment and the Government that im-
mediately succeeded it. T do not intend to
make any political eapita] out of this mat-
ter. Both those Governments were to blame.
In 1929 a deputation waited on the then
Minister for Eduecation and he told the de-
putation this—

He agreed with the deputation that a high
school for Fremantle was long overdue. He
snid the request had his complete sympathy.
He realised last year that the establishment of
a Fremantle high school could not be long
delayed, and for that reason had refrained from
making additions to the central schools.
Whether the new school eould bs financed at
present was a matter beyond the control of
either himsgelf, or the Treasurer, However,

Fremantle had waited patiently for a long
time, aud he would do his best.

He had had frequent requests from country
districts, and in all his replies, he had given
them clearly to understand that the next high
sehoel must be at Fremantle.

He could promise nothing immediately, ex:
eept his vigorous support, He would interview
the Treasurer a8 ®oon as possible, and he trust-
ed he would have no difficulty in getting his
sanction to the placing of a sufficient amount
of money on the Estimates to make a start
with the building,

Those words were spoken on Jrd July, 1929,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. A. H. Panton: You will have the
power house now, instead,

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: A few months
after that Government went out of office,
the Mitchell-Latham Government was re-
turned to power and, although there were
materials to burn, the high school was not
built. Thgt Government employed men to
dig grass off the streets, providing two days
work a week for them, The suecceeding Gov-
ernment improved upon that arrangement a
little, but still did not build a high sckool at
Fremantle. Those were the days swhen the
school should have been built. Plenty of
materials and labour were availdable, but the
Grovernment told us there was no money.

I believe that, if the member for Murchi-
son had had his way, he could have shown
the Government where to get the money.
When there is a depression, we are told
there is no money for such works although
there is plenty of material. I do not blame
any Government for not cavrying on such
work during the war period because we
know what the state of the material market
was at that time, but I repeat that the
sehool should have been built during the
depression years,

Members have told us that they have
waited three, four or five years for a school.
Nineteen years ago we were promised a high
school. We had been very patient up to
that time and have been more patient since.
I trust that the present Government, before
going out of office in 1950, will see that a
bigh school is huilt at Fremantle. If that
is done, it will be merely a matter of
honouring the promise of previous Govern-
ments. ~ It is most important that a high
school should be built at Fremantle; in faet,
ns I have stated, it should have heen built
20 years ago.

MR. BREYNOLDS (Forrest) {11.2]: T am
afraid tbhat T ami not as happy about the
schoo! position in my electorate as the
tmember for Irwin-Moore is about the posi-
tion in his distriet. T should like to be
able to congratulate the Minister for Edu-
cation, but unfortunately I cannot do so.
Brunswick Junetion has been clamouring
for a school for many vyears. Last year
the Parents and Citizens' Association in-
vited e to attend one of its meetings. I
did so and, as a result, made representa-
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tions to the Education Department and
later asked questions in the House. I re-
ceived eertain promises, but unfortunately
nothing has been done.

It appears that some move was made two
years ago but that a decision counld not be
reached on the question of a suitable site,
Last year I approached the department and
suggested that suitable land might be re-
sumed. This was done and fhe land was
thus made available for a school, but ap-
parently many years will elapse before &
school will be built, The Minister will re-
call that I have approached him on several
occasions, pointing out that the present
school is over-crowded and in a bad state
of repair and that the distriet is a fast-
developing one. I should be pleased if the
Minister eonld give me some indication
when the sehool at Brunswick Junction is
likely to be built.

The Donnybrook school is alse in a bad
state of repair. Last year I approached the
department and the Minister and this year
did likewise. While other members seem
to be getting some of the good things that
are going, my electorate is evidently bheing
ne 7lected, and this not through any lack of
energy on my part. At the Mornington
school, I have been éhdeavouring for some
vears to get repairs effected, T know the
difficulty there hecause the sehool is owned
by Millars’ Timber & Trading Company,

The Minister for Edueation: I think
that a majority of the 650 schools in the
State need looking into.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I realise that the Min-
ister is trying to do the best possible, but
it appears to me that some of the schools
in my electorate have been overlooked.
Another urgent matter is the lack of ae-
commodation for school teachers. The
Parents and Citizens’ Association of Jar-
rahdale approached me on the subjeet of
the saecommodation provided for ‘the
teacher. He is a married man and with
his wife and a ehild of four or five months,
is livineg in two rooms. He does not like
complaining, but something ought to be done
for them. Some places seem to have aec-
commodation for teachers, but teachers are
not oceupying it. Surely some better ar-
rangement could be made so that niarried
teachers could he sent to schools where
suitable accommodation is available! Sihgle
teachers should not be sent to schools where
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housing is provided for married couples.
I hope the Minister will have these ecases
investigated, and that something will be
done. I could mention many more schools
in my distriet, but I bave already brought
their needs under the notice of the depart-
ment,

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. A. F. Watts—Katanning—in reply)
[11.8]: It is not my intention te allow the
remarks of members on these Estimates to
pass without some comment. It might be as
well if I deal first of all with the larger
question of school buildings. The position
may be summarised in the interjection I made
a few moments ago in reply to the mem-
ber for Forrest when he asked that some
particular schools in his area should he
looked into. I told him that I was of opin-
ion that the great majority of the 650 pri-
mary schools or thereabouts in the State
required looking into. I must say that [
agree substantially with the remarks of other
members this evening that the situation now
existing has not been and could not be the
produet of the last six or seven years, and
certainly is not, and could not he, the pro-
duet of negleet in the last 18 months, hut
has vesnlted from what appears to me to
have been at one time a studied policy of
leaving, and indeed ereating, inferior pre-
mises and then proceeding to neglect them,

When I review the fact that in the last
24 vears there have been 20 vears of a
Government eomprised of those who lend
adherence to the pariy opposite to me to-
night, and 4% years of those who lend od-
herence to those with whom I am assoeiated,
then, as T have frequently said, and again
repeat, the preceding Labour Governments
must accept 20/24ths of the responsibility
and that is a substantial proportien. If 500
schools require attention ab present, I sue-
gest that about 450 were the direct responsi-
bility of these previous Governments. It
will not be an easy matter to try to meet n
fraction of the claims put forward, beeanse,
even 1f we had no other problems to deal
with, even if we were able to take from
other types of aectivity all the building
forces available in the State and all the
building materials available in the State,
and concentrate them upon school buildings,
it would not be possible nnder five years to
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comply with the demands made by members
of this Chamber and by their constituents.

We must therefore face up to the fact
that much remains to be done. 1 very
frankly face up to that fact. I do not claim
by any means that it is possible to remedy
the position, but I do say without fear of
suecessful contradiction that much more has
heen done in the past 18 months to remedy
the position than was done in the 20 years
which preceded the war. 1 have left out
the war period, hecause I do not wish to
be upfair in the slightest degree. There
were isolated cases where, in that long
period, some monument was erected. I can,
for example, cite the monumental effort of
the Perth Girls' Sechool. Even at that time
it was the subject of some criticism in this
House, as to whether it did not exiract from
what poot vas then available too greal a
proportion for one undertaking, in view of
the fact, as the member for Forrest himself
indicated, that there has been a long period
of vears when some districts with which he
was associated required better treatment,
But that school stands today as a monument
hoth to its originators and its architeets and
buiiders. Tt is serving an extremely useful
purpose and my only regret is that we have
not more of such sehools.

Having all these thinps in mind, and also
remembering what T thought was a very
reaschable approach—entirely without party
politieal bias—to this question when I intro-
duced the Estimates, T was surprised that
the member for North-East Fremantle did
not refer to the matter in somewhat different
terms from those that he did; because ob-
viously it was bis intention to indicate to
the Committee and the public that such ef-
forts as had been made to make a start to
proceed with a partial remedy of the sitna-
tion I have just discussed, were virtually
negligible, He was good enough to quote
from a list which the Premier, in my ab-
sence, tabled in response to a question from
him. The list was made wp by officers of
the Department of Education and if their
veracity is to be impugned, or my own
veracity impugned, it dees not very much
matter, because I say that the statement
tabled was correct. There were 68 names
of schools upon it. The member for North-
East Fremantle claimed that I had said at
Bunbury that 39 new schools were heing
erected.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Not only did you zay
it, but the Premier said it, He said it in
Perth,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Was the hon, memher at Banbury to know
what T said?

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: No.
ported as saying it.

The MINISTER FOR
That is hetter.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The Premier is re-
ported as having said it in Perth.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
We will come to the point in a moment. I
shall deal with the Press statement. T told
the hon. memher what I said when I was
replying to a subsequent quesiton,

Hen. J. T. Tonkin: I aceepted it.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
said there were 39 new huildings in varions
stages of eompletion.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: That is so.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
And I supgest that the stages eommenced
when we got Treasury approval and Bnished
when the butldings were finished.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: They were not under
construction, v

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : My

words were, “towards completion.”
Mr. Kelly: They were only approved.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Certainly. They can make no progress until
they are approved. If the hon. member will
look at the “Government Gazette” for’ the
past few weeks, he will find that tenders were
called for one work and another.

Mr. Kelly: Why did you not call for
tenders in centres where the work is most
likely to be carried out?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Very often they are advertised in those areas.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: And very often
no tenders are received.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is true.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Would you say those
buildings were under eonstruction?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
did not say that., The hon, member said he
accepted my assurance, and that was my
phraseology, that the buildings were at

You were re-

EDUCATIOXN:
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varions stages towards completion. That,

I suggest, was a truthful statement.
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Very misleading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Not at all, as I will prove in & minute or
two.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Very misleading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
would remind the member for North-East
Fremantle that it is quite possible for the
Press to leave out words even from written
statemenis that are given to it, as I indicated
to him yesterday in a small matter that
came under our joint notice. That was the
position. I shall now analyse thiy matter
The list tabled by the Premier sets out the
names of 68 schools. It excludes, however, six
small jobs which have just been finished and
for which approval was giver durmg the
months of April, May and June of 1947.
Those small jobs were at Pithara, Kojonup,
Growangerup, Kellerberrin, Marvel Loch
and Kalgarin, and their total cost was £3,000,
Of the 68 schools, 17 were approved prior
to the 1st April, 1947. They were—

£
Cadoux 2,396
Haig . 1,523
Carnarvon 24,448
South Bunbury 11,121
Pantapin .. 595
Widgiemooltha . 405
Leederville Technical .. 46,570
Leederville Trades Block . 17,200
Narrogin .. 850
Merredin .. 1,945
North Kalgoorhe " South
Kalgoorlie and Eastern
Goldfields High .. 7,500
Bridgetown .. 899
Busselton 11,060
Koorda 493
Big Bell 1,102
128,109

The figure for Carnarvon was, I think,
originally larger; the figure I have now stated
is the present proposed expenditure. The
amount of £128,109 represents expenditure
for works some of which had not been
started, some of which had been commenced
and some of which were shortly afterwards
completed, while some are still in course of
construetion, including the finalisation of the
Leederville school blocks, which are almost
finished. The ones I have quoted were the
17 which were included in the list and were
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those outstanding for which Treasury ap-
proval had been obtained prior to the 1st
April, 1947.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: What about Cun-
derdin?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Cunderdin is not in¢luded in the list be-
cause the school was at the time well on the
way to consiruetion.

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: On what date was
it well on the way to construetion?y

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
On the 1st April, 1947.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: I do not think it
was.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Then I have been misinformed. I think,
anyway, the tender was let. My belief is
that when that is done, it is well on the
way towards completion.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That is one method
of reasoning,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Those are the 17 to which reference was
made in an earlier speech. The following
are the ones subsequent to the 1st April,
1047 :——

£
Glenorchy 900
Burraceppin 1,350
Quairading .. 28,262
Tuart Hill .. 23,200
Tambellup 14,000
Chadoora 308
Cleomine 474
Wanneroo 456
Miling .. 553
Meekatharra 031
Bencubbin 1,326
Newdegate .. 1,250
Katanning .. 8,750
Denmark 1,300
Brookton 1,434
Balingup 633
Graylands .. e 7,500
North Inglewood .. 8,700
Claremont Infants .. 4,000
Eden Hill 4,225
Applecross 800
Rivervale 6,393
Bicton 3,314

Of those, Quairading is well on the way to-
wards eompletion, and so is Tuart Hill,
Contraets, to my knowledge, have been lef
in respect to Newdegate and North Ingle-
wood, which is well on the way tu eomple.
tion, and Eden Hill and Rivervale are in
the same position. Others are im conrse
of erection, as members representing the
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various distriets will be well aware. Of
the 68 in that list, 17 were approved prior
to the lat April, 1947, leaving 51 that have
since heen approved up to the time of tab-
ling the statement. There ean be added an-
other eight approved since then, making
a total of 59, and of that number, 33 are
major works each involving more than
£2,000. Of the 59, the number of entirely
new schools is 20. The additions in 19
others are quite subsiantial and range in
cost from £2,000 to £13,000, The remainder
comprise smaller additions, although there
are many ecases of more than £1,000 in
value.

The total approvals since the 1st April,
1047, amount to £373,753. Every effort is
being made to bring them to completion.
For example, a tender was let this week for
something over £30,000 in relation to the
school at Collie, in which the member for
Collie has been interested, and we are doing
our best to speed up the work in regard to
the Boyup Brook school, which is one of the
remaining works approved at a cost of
£28.000 on the 8th December, 1947, Ap-
proval has also been given in respeet of the
following :—

£
Hilton Park .. 8,730
Manjimup 9,200
Darkan . 2,181
Carnamah .. .. 17,182
No. § Pumping Station 693
Waroona, .. . 4,020
Bruca Rock .. . . 21,500
Newdegate .. .. .. 2,030
Innaloo .- .- 8,100
Morawg, 4,515
Applecross 5,600
Jolimont 13,170
Wundowie 12,600
Derby 1,885
Merredin .. .. . 6,303
Chowerup Creek .. . 1,390
Cemo . . .o 7,750
Corrigin . . . 7,360
Beverley . . 12,500
Reid .. . 1,950

Midland Junetion Infants 17,500

Of the above works, the one at Carnamah
is in progress; those at Bruce Rock and
Newdegate will shortly commence; tt'ne
chances are that the work at Tnnaloo will
be transferred to Double View because of
the Housing Commission’s operations in
that area; the contract at Morawa has been
let and the contractor is waiting to start
work: a tender has heen let at Wundowie,
and substantial additions will be ecarried

[ASSEMBLY.]

out at Merredin. The member for Guild-
ford-Midland referred to the infants sechool
at Midland Junetion. The approval for
that job has been granted only in the last
few weeks, and it is hoped it will be pat in
hand in the early future Additions have
also been approved in respect to Collie,
Pemberton and Denmark., We have under
consideration, activities at Wobngan Hills,
Double View, York, Harvey, Toodyay,
Moorsa, Floreat Park and Bullsbrook where
we have, hecause of the aerodrome, had dif-
ficulty in finding a site in a safety zone.

Hon. A. A, M. Coverley: What about
Halls Creek?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Yes, also at Halls Creek. I promised the
hon. member when 1 introdueed the Esti-
mates I would say something about that.
Everyone knows that the townsite is likely
to be removed now that the referendum
held there has Dbeen so successful. The
question of ereeting a suitable school tor
the 20 or so ehildren, and making some pro-
vision for their residence there, has, with
the assistance of the Australian Inland
Mission, been receiving our attention. The
expenditure will be fairly heavy, but we
have decided to meet if, and what we have
to do now, as the hon. member will know,
is to arrange for the best type of building
to accommeodate the children available, and
seleet a site upon which to erect it. Many
of the pupils, I believe, will eome from a
considerable distance and will have to be
maintained in suitable premises, and I am
glad to know it is quite likely the A.IM.
will supervise them, I personally think we
should undertake the work, and I was glad
when the Treasarer agreed that it should
be put in hand as soon as eircumstances
permitted. Much has been done in the mat-
ter of these building programmes. I do not
want credit for anything more than is right,
but neither, on the other hand, do I wish
it to be believed that our activities have
been so negligible as to warrant nothing but
strictures on their feebleness. That is why
I have raised the question this evening.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Of course, you were
in Opposition a long time, and you know
what Oppositions do.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Yes, but at the same time T do not think it
is necessary to controvert facts to the
degree that one or two members have at-
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fempted in this instanee., I have noted
the items referred to by the member for
Swan and will give them consideration, I
will examine the regulations mentioned by
the member for Nelson and will seek advice
on them, T will take np the point he raised
in regard to the inability of British children
whe come to this country to obtain the
benefit of these regulations with less than
two years residence in Awustralia. T am pre-
pared to look sympathetically into that
question and will let the hon, member know
the result at some future date.

I come now to the remarks of the mem-
her for Roebourne, So far as T can gather
from the papers available in the department,
it does not appear cver to have been in-
tended that the supervision allowance should
be peid to a mother as recompense for teach-
ing her childven, I understand that it was
intended—and still is—-that the payment
~hould be made either where some persop is
cmployed, though not specially for the pur-
pose of looking after the children, or where
there is some relative who is prepared to
excercise snpervision, whether that person
i~ paid or not. I do not think it was ever
contemplated that the mother should be
remunerated for teaching her children and
T am doubtful whether that would contribute
substantially to the better education of the
children, if at all. The aim of the depart-
ment is to expend its resources in such diree-
tinns as are likely to befter the opportunities
of the children.

Mr. Rodoreda: This system is not doing
that,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
i+ doing what it wag intended to do, Merely
paving the mother would not improve the
child’s opportunities, The present palicy was
put into operation two years ago hy the
preceding administration and has not been
changed, I will be happy to disenss with
the hon. member the guestion of a school
teacher's residence at Onslow, if he wil] give
me the opportunity.

The member for Guildford-Midland re-
ferred to the enormity of the School Sites
Committee having suggested thal 10 acres
might be sufficient for a high schoel. He
thought it should be 20 acres, and apparent-
Iy his eorrespondents thought it should be
40 acres. I will not undertake to iry to re-
verse the decision of that committee, I
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would be surprised if it did not appreciate
to the full the essentials for such a schvol,
in view of the positiong its members bave
occopied and the knowledge they have., If
every proposed new high school in the State
—and particularly in the metropolitan area
—were to seek such a large area the problem
would be great indeed. I do not think it
is necessary that any high school should
provide two separate football grounds, as
the hon. member’s correspondents ap-
parently suggested. I feel convinced that
members of the School Sites Committee
have given consideration to all aspects
of the matter. I do not say they would
not take advantage of a larger area if it
were available and in their opinion necessary.

The matter of the Wongan Hills school,
referred to by the member for Irwin Moore,
is now receiving consideration. I agree that
it would he desirable to have another school
similar to the Narrogin School of Agrieul-
ture, or its Denmark prototype, in some
part of the wheatbelt. The hon. member need
not despair, though he may bave to wait a
long time before that project cap be put
into effect. It is a matter upon which we
might reach ready agreemient, but its imple-
mentation would probably take a much
longer time. Generally speaking I wish to
thank members, ineluding the member for
North-East Fremantle—with whom I have
many friendly arguments from time to time
—for the reeeption accorded the Estimates
and the contributions made by them in
the suggestions they tendered. I will look
into those suggestions as far as possible in
order to see if anything ean be made of
them,

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Town Planning, £3,050—agreed to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 1140 pm,



